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October 16, 2017 
 
 
Dear St John’s Parishioners, 
 
This year we invite you to join your vestry in celebrating our St John’s community, where All Are Welcome!    Rob 
reminds us of this with his regular invitation during Worship each week and with his weekly bulletin message that 
includes his prayer for us: “…that we more fully become a community where we can find a home, a spiritual home, 
where we can discover and tend the deep meaning of our lives.” 
 
Join us in stewardship – in supporting and protecting all that makes St John’s a place of hospitality where all are 
truly welcome.  Through our stewardship, we can continue to enjoy the hospitality that we’ve found at St John’s, 
and also fulfill our call to offer hospitality by supporting St John’s programs and activities.  Consider Romans 12:13:  
“Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.  Practice hospitality.” 
 
Each year around this time, the church asks for your stewardship with a fall pledge drive.  We sincerely hope that 
you will pledge before or on Sunday, November 19th when we will have an opportunity to offer our pledges and 
notes of gratitude as a community during the Sunday morning services.  These pledges will sustain the entire life of 
St John’s and the notes of gratitude will help us celebrate the many ways we are blessed by the home we have in St. 
John’s community and the opportunities we have to be welcoming and hospitable to others, strengthening our St. 
John’s community and connecting us to our greater community in more meaningful ways every day. 
 
In considering your pledge, please remember: 
- You don’t have to give the full amount this fall, it is to be fulfilled throughout the year in 2018. 
- Participation is important!  It helps us plan the budget and is a commitment you make in support of all that 

happens at St John’s Church. 
- Our budget goal for 2018 is the same as 2017 at $510,000.00. 
- We hope you will consider increasing your pledge: our church is growing…and so are our needs. 
- You can pledge by returning the enclosed card by mail, online at www.stjohnsnh.org, or at our Celebration of 

Gratitude on November 19th during the Sunday morning services. 
- Those of you who give generously through plate donations, thank you!  But please consider formalizing your 

weekly plate gift of any size into an annual pledge so that we can better plan for our operating expenses and 
programs. 

 
Along with the pledge card, a blank index card is enclosed.  We’d love if you sent in a note of gratitude in regards to 
St John’s so we all can share in the joy of God’s generosity to us both individually and as a community. 
 
With Gratitude, 
 
Your Vestry 
 
 
In the words of Jesus:  “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me”  Matthew 10:40 
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