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No No matter where you are on your journey of faith, you are always 
welcome at St. John’s Church, and most importantly at God’s table. 

Requiem for All Souls Day 

Sunday, 5 November, 5:00 P.M.  

 

The Parish Choir of St. John’s 

Dr. Margaret Harper, Director 

Adam Peithmann, Guest Organist 
 

Free and open to the public.   

An offering will be collected to benefit the 

music programs of St. John’s. 
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Life, Death & Gratitude 
The Reverend Robert E. Stevens, Jr., Rector 

Rob‘s Ruminations  

 

 

Pettiness has a hard time getting a foothold in my life.  It’s not that I’m “above all that” or too holy or pious to 

be petty, but rather my vocation regularly reminds me of the fragility of life.   Death has a way of doing that.  

One of the true gifts of my life is the privilege of celebrating people’s lives in the context of our Burial liturgy.  

Yes, it is often sad, but at no other time am I more aware of the goodness of people and the love of God.   
 

This week I will preside at two funerals.  They will be very different.  One is a person who had a long battle 

with a disease and the family is very sad, yet also relieved that their beloved is no longer suffering.  The other 

is a person who died suddenly and tragically.  Shock, pain and disbelief are constant companions for the fami-

ly and friends of this person.  Yet, in both instances we will gather and celebrate life.  And one thing that I 

know is the church during those services will be filled to the brim with love; and that is why I am so fortunate.  

I do not go very long without being at a funeral.  Therefore, I do not go very long without being surrounded 

by a love greater than death.  So, pettiness just doesn’t stand much of a chance.  Out of this knowledge, grati-

tude grows. 
 

Exploring one’s mortality is not something at the top of most people’s list of things to do.  However, I suggest 

that it is precisely in examining one’s mortality that life begins to take shape and flourish.  When I was a col-

lege junior at Florida State University and the priesthood was not even an idea, let alone a reality I took a class 

“On Death and Dying”  It was based on Kubler-Ross’ acclaimed book by the same name.  In this class we had 

to write our own eulogy.  It was, and remains, one of the best assignments I have ever completed.  Pondering 

how you want to be remembered cuts through a lot of the pettiness of life and reveals priorities, purpose, val-

ues and passions that may remain hidden without digging.  I offer this exercise to you.  I still do this from time 

to time.  It reminds me of what I should give my time to and what I should let go.  It helps me to be truly alive 

and live consciously rather than merely existing.  It reminds me that life is a gift to be lived to the fullest, or to 

quote Jesus, “live abundantly” (John10:10). 
 

One of the byproducts of contemplating our life AND death is gratitude.  I do not think I have ever left a fu-

neral without an overwhelming sense of gratitude.  This gratitude definitely comes from witnessing love on 

such a grand scale.  It also comes from witnessing the many hands and hearts that make the funeral happen.  

From volunteers, who do everything from preparing the altar to facilitating the reception, I am humbled and 

deeply grateful for the gift of being a part of a community that honors, celebrates and loves life…even (and 

perhaps especially) in death.  These moments are like fertilizer for gratitude!   
 

So if you want to be grateful and live wide-awake I have two suggestions: 

Go to funerals 

Write your eulogy 
 

Thank you for being the community that surrounds me with love beyond comprehension.   

from the Commendation in the Burial Office, Book of Common Prayer (pg. 499) 
 

“You only are immortal, the creator and maker of humankind; and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to 

earth shall we return.  For so did you ordain when you created me saying, “You are dust, and to the dust you 

shall return.”  All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.” 



 

 

Associate Rector‘s Reflections 
 

Silence, Solitude, Stillness 
The Reverend Anne C. Williamson, Associate Rector 

 

P A G E  3  

'In returning and rest you shall find wholeness; 

Quietness and trust shall be your strength.' 

Isaiah 30: 14-16 

 

There is a beautiful Episcopal retreat and con-

ference center in the mountains of western 

North Carolina called Kanuga.  I have just at-

tended a retreat/conference on the Enneagram 

(more on the Enneagram another time!) and I 

am reminded one again of the importance of 

stepping out of the daily routine of life, into si-

lence, solitude and stillness. 

 

To be present to ourselves, and to the beauty of creation, is the gift of time we can give to ourselves, 

to ‘be still’ as the Psalmist writes, in Psalm 46, and to know the presence of God.  In our plugged in, 

turned on world, it is hard to find those places of silence, solitude and stillness, but they are all 

around…the woods, the mountains, the beach…leave your devices behind and tune in to the natural 

world, and your own being. There are also places to gather with others, for the same purpose: the 

healing Eucharist on Thursday mornings at 9:30, Centering Prayer on Thursday mornings at 10:30 to 

name of couple of offerings at St. John’s. 

 

As you consider how you might connect with your own spirit, and the Spirit of God, 

I offer to you a prayer we shared together as we gathered at Kanuga,  

 

A Gathering Prayer 

 

Give me a candle of the spirit, O God, as I go down into the deep of my own being. 

Show me the hidden spring of my life, and tell me my nature and my name. 

Give me freedom to grow so that I may become my true self -  

The fulfillment of the seed which you planted in me at my making. 

Out of the deep I cry unto thee, Oh God. AMEN 

 

George Appleton 

 

Blessings,  Anne 
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Who is your neighbor? 
The Reverend Nathaniel F. Bourne, Curate  

Curate‘s Courtyard  

 

“Who is your neighbor?” the Rev. Steve Blackmer 

asked the High School Youth Group at the begin-

ning of their retreat. Steve invited us to experience 

the 106 acres that make up the Church of the 

Woods with all of our senses, to step slowly and 

silently into the forest’s amber glow. “First,” he re-

quested, “engage your sight. Not just the center of 

your vision, but look to the edges. Take in more of 

the world.” We walked along at an unnaturally 

slow pace—not the hurried footsteps of our daily 

bustle. We paused to reflect on what we saw—the 

light filtered through yellowing leaves, a blaze of 

maple behind us, the deep green of hemlocks. 

 

We moved on to hearing. With arms on the shoul-

der of the next person, we moved in an unseeing 

line, slowly, trusting one another. The textures of 

bird calls sharpened out of the soft backdrop of 

crickets. Overhead a plane roared by. We went 

through each of the senses—feeling soft moss and 

unyielding rock beneath our feet, smelling the 

spice and loam of a black birch twig’s inner bark, 

tasting the late-season wintergreen, its pungency 

dulled in anticipation of winter. 

 

Our walk finished at the high altar of the church—

a decaying stump that’s been tunneled through by 

ants and torn apart by bears and birds. “Sister 

Stump” Steve called her. And across from her 

stood “Brother Rock.” He asked the question 

again: “Who is your neighbor?” 

 

Steve was trying to get us to see the world around 

us as a place full of neighbors. Not just to see, but 

to experience: to find a neighbor in the dancing 

leaves of a birch, the chipmunk giving notice that 

we stepped too close, and the spongy mosses 

yielding under our feet. It was an invitation to ex-

pand our notion of who our family is, to see kin-

ship instead of division. 

In an essay titled “A Land Ethic,” Aldo Leopold ex-

pressed the hope that he would one day see hu-

mankind move away from trying to conquer the 

land to being “plain member and citizen of it.” 

Plain member and citizen. It’s difficult enough to 

see myself as plain member and citizen of a hu-

man community—the desire to be exceptional, 

self-sufficient, and independent have been strong-

ly ingrained in me. It’s even harder to see other 

creatures, other peoples, as a part of this created 

order just as I am. 

 

In her book Braiding Sweetgrass—a book I would 

recommend to everyone—Robin Wall Kimmerer, 

an ecologist and member of the Citizen Potawato-

mi Nation talks about reclaiming “a grammar of 

animacy.” she bemoans how limited our words for 

the other nations of the world are: squirrels, trees, 

rivers, stumps, rocks, they all get branded with the 

sterile it. It takes away their dynamism, the 

lifeforce in them that is the same that is in you and 

me. It lets us not see them as neighbors but as 

scenery, the backdrop to our more important hu-

man lives. 

 

I believe that the great commandment (You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind...You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself) challenges us 

to think more deeply about who our neighbors 

are. It decenters the individual self and may even 

push us to look beyond our own species, to see 

ourselves as “plain member and citizen” of a 

whole earth community. If that’s the case, then we 

have a lot of work to do. I can’t hear Jesus’ mes-

sages about loving “the least of these” and not 

think about the fragile ecosystems of this earth, 

the diversity of life all around us, and the need for 

a love that expands beyond all boundaries of race, 

class, gender, and species. 



 

 

FAMILY NIGHT @ THE HAIGHTS 
 

Jen and Justin Haight will host our second family night on Saturday, November 4
th

. The theme for 

this gathering will be Thanksgiving warm-up! The Haights will roast a turkey and guests will bring a 

favorite side to share. For complete information and to sign your family up, please go to the blog: 

www.sjcfamily.blog 

 

NOVEMBER 15
th

 PARISH APPRECIATION DINNER 5:30PM 
 

Childcare will be provided! Come sit down with your family and be served a home-cooked meal, 

and then let the little ones go downstairs for supervised play time!  

 

THANKSGIVING WEEK SCHEDULE CHANGES 
 

On Wednesday 11/22 and Sunday 11/26 all children’s music and ministries programs are canceled.  

 

UPDATE FOR CHILDREN’S MUSIC & YOUTH THEATER PROGRAMS 
 

In October, it was such a joy to see so many young singers stand up and perform for their parents 

and friends at church! We want to include as many young people as possible in our programs, so we 

will be offering more music time for young children (esp. PreK & K) on Sunday mornings.  Wednes-

day afternoon rehearsals will continue per usual, however we understand that not everyone can at-

tend at this time, and we want to help all kids explore the joy of music and singing! 

 

These musical Sundays will be student and teacher led. Students who participate in our Junior Choir 

& Theater program enjoy helping younger children learn songs and give them a good example of 

how to stand up and perform! Younger children look up to their older peers and everyone learns a 

lot from working together. 

 

The next Sunday kids are scheduled to sing in church is November 12
th

.  

No one is ever required to sing or perform, however all children benefit from exposure to music 

through singing and movement. We hope you will encourage your children and bring them on Sun-

days for music time and performances! Updates regarding when we will sing and practice will be 

listed on the blog. 

 

The Junior Choir & Theater Program is refocusing its mission around working with the Cherub sing-

ers on Wednesdays and Sundays, and growing in our love of theater to include a theater workshop 

element during our Wednesday rehearsals. Theater workshop includes scene work, staging, improvi-

sation games, and lots of fun! The youth who participate in this program look forward to the pag-

eant and the spring musical performances, as well as special events. This month we will go see 

James and the Giant Peach at PHS together! 

Developing Disciples 
Children’s Ministries Updates 
 

Ashley Wade, Director of Children’s Music and Ministries 

 

http://www.sjcfamily.blog


 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT 

    1  7:30a - Men’s Book 

Group 
9a - Econ Shop 
10:30a - Reading Be-
tween the Lines 
12:00p - Staff Meeting 
3:30p - Cooking CRH 
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p  - Junior Choir 
7:00p - Choir Re-
hearsal 

2 

9:30a - Healing Service 
10:30a  - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table 
3:00p - Choir School 
7p - NA 

3 
 

4 
 
 

 
7:30 pm - AA  
 

5  8:00am    Rite I 

8:30am     Choir Rehearsal 
9:00am     Nursery 
9:00am     Capital Campaign  
                    Design Forum 
10:00am   Rite II 
11:00am   Coffee Hour 
2:00pm    Requiem Rehearsal 
5:00pm    Requiem for All Saints 

6 

      
7p - FA  

 

 
 

 7 

10:00a - 2:00p   
       ES Baking 
3p - Choir School 
4p - YOC Meeting 
6pm - Youth AA 
7pm - Vestry 

8 

9a - Econ Shop 
10:30a - Reading Be-
tween the Lines 
12:00p - Staff Meeting 
1p - Knitting  
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p  - Junior Choir 

9 

9:30a - Healing Service 
10:30a  - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table 
3:00p - Choir School 
6:15p - Book Group 
7p - NA 

10 

 
3:30p -  Salvation  
         Army cooking 

11 

 
3:00p - YOC Fac-
ulty Recital 
7:30pm - AA  

12      

 8:00a m    Rite I 
8:30am     Choir Rehearsal 
9:00am     Nursery 
9:30am     Kid’s Church 
10:00am   Rite II 
11:00am   Coffee Hour 
 

13 

 
7p - FA  
 

 14 

10:00a - 2:00p   
       ES Baking 
3pm - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
 

15 7:30a - Men’s 

Book Group 
9a - Econ Shop 
10:30a - Reading Be-
tween the Lines 
12:00p - Staff Meeting 
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p  - Junior Choir 
6:00p - All Parish Din-
ner 

16 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12p - Common Table  
3p - Choir School 
7p - NA  

17 

 
 

18 
7:30pm - AA  

19  8:00am    Rite I 

8:30am     Choir Rehearsal 
9:00am     Nursery 
9:00am     Adult Forum 
9:30am     Kid’s Church 
10:00am   Rite II 
11:00am   Coffee Hour 
11:30am  Outside the Box 
5:30pm    Celtic Evening  

20  

 
7p - FA  
7p - Choir School Board 

 21 

10:00a - 2:00p   
       ES Baking 
3p - Choir School 
6p - Youth AA 

 

 

22  

12:00p - Staff Meeting 
 
 
 

23 OFFICE CLOSED 

 
9:30a - Healing Service 
7p - NA  

24 

 
 
 

25 
 

 

 
7:30pm - AA  

26 8:00am    Rite I 

8:30am     Choir Rehearsal 
9:00am     Nursery 
9:00am     Adult Forum 
9:30am     NO KIDS CHURCH 
10:00am   Rite II 
11:00am   Coffee Hour 

27 

 
7p - FA  
 

 

 

 28 

10:00a - 2:00p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
3pm - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
 

29 30   

 

 

 

 

 
 

November 5, 9:00am 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  

DESIGN FORUM 

 

 

November 12, 9:00am 

 

 

 

 
 

November 19, 11:3am 

Outside the Box 

Meg Moran 
 

 
 

November 26, 9:00am 

 
 
 

SUNDAY 

ADULT FORUM 

November 
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9:00am     Nursery 
9:30am     Kid’s Church 
10:00am   Rite II 
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13 

 
7p - FA  
 

 14 

10:00a - 2:00p   
       ES Baking 
3pm - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
 

15 7:30a - Men’s 

Book Group 
9a - Econ Shop 
10:30a - Reading Be-
tween the Lines 
12:00p - Staff Meeting 
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p  - Junior Choir 
6:00p - All Parish Din-
ner 

16 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12p - Common Table  
3p - Choir School 
7p - NA  

17 

 
 

18 
7:30pm - AA  

19  8:00am    Rite I 

8:30am     Choir Rehearsal 
9:00am     Nursery 
9:00am     Adult Forum 
9:30am     Kid’s Church 
10:00am   Rite II 
11:00am   Coffee Hour 
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10:00a - 2:00p   
       ES Baking 
3p - Choir School 
6p - Youth AA 
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12:00p - Staff Meeting 
 
 
 

23 OFFICE CLOSED 

 
9:30a - Healing Service 
7p - NA  

24 

 
 
 

25 
 

 

 
7:30pm - AA  

26 8:00am    Rite I 

8:30am     Choir Rehearsal 
9:00am     Nursery 
9:00am     Adult Forum 
9:30am     NO KIDS CHURCH 
10:00am   Rite II 
11:00am   Coffee Hour 
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       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
3pm - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
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Continued on page 10 

December 24  
 

Advent 4 Service 

8:00am   Rite I Holy Eucharist  

      

Christmas Eve Services 
 

4:00pm   Rite II Holy Eucharist with Children’s Choirs 

     *Ideal for families with children 

 

6:00pm   Rite II Festival Holy Eucharist with Parish Choir and Brass 

    *Ideal for all 

 

8:00pm   Musical Prelude 

 

8:30pm   Rite II Festival Holy Eucharist with  Parish Choir and Brass 

    *Ideal for all 
 

 

 

 

LESSONS and CAROLS 
Sunday, December 17th, 5:00pm 

Service followed by a Festive Reception  

 

Christmas Pageant 
Sunday, December 17th, 10:00am 

 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 



 

 

ANNUAL PLEDGE DRIVE 
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2018 Annual Pledge Drive Update 
61 parishioners have pledged a total of 178,550!   

Thank you! 

Our goal this year is $510,000. 
 

We need $331,450.00 to meet our goal. 
We’re counting on you! 

  
Join us in stewardship - in supporting and protecting all that makes St John's a place 

of hospitality where all are truly welcome. Through our stewardship, we can contin-

ue to enjoy the hospitality that we've found at St John's, and also fulfill our call to of-

fer hospitality by supporting St John's programs and activities. Consider Romans 

12:13: "Share with the Lord's people who are in need. Practice hospitality." 

Parishioner’s pledges provide for the continuous ministry, 

worship, music and education of St John’s by gathering the  

financial resources to enable the daily work of the church. 

and meet the worship needs of its members. 

Call or email the office, pledge at www.stjohnsnh.org, or add 

a pledge card to the offering basket on Sunday. 



 

 

ANNUAL PLEDGE DRIVE 
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 Come Celebrate Gratitude and Hospitality at 

The All Parish Dinner 
Wednesday, November 15, 6PM 

Thaxter Hall 

 
As we close out the 2018 Annual Pledge Drive, let’s gather as a community to cele-

brate the many ways we are blessed by the home we have in St. John’s community 

and the opportunities we have to be welcoming and hospitable to others, strengthen-

ing our St. John’s community and connecting us to our greater community in more 

meaningful ways every day.  

 

Join your fellow parishioners for a dinner with appetizers, ziti with sides of meatballs 

and sausage, garlic bread and dessert. 

 

Please RSVP to the office by email at administrator@stjohnsnh.org or phone at 603-

436-8283. 

Sunday, November 19th  

A Service of Gratitude: 
 to wrap up the 2018 Stewardship Campaign.  

 

 If pledges haven’t been submitted prior to the 19th, please bring completed pledge 

cards and gratitude cards to one of the Sunday morning services. 

 

We have so much to be grateful for at St John’s!! 



 

 

PARISH NEWS 
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 "Outside the Box" 
Sunday, November 19th 

11:30am in the Philbrick Room 

Light lunch served. 
 

Meg Moran will be sharing about her work with immigrants seeking assylum in the U.S. and the cur-

rently ever-changing immigration policies.  For more information, contact Sooky Lassen, Sandie Dika, 

or Carol Gruen 

 

 
“God’s love refuses to be kept in a box”,  

Bishop Rob Hirschfield and the Presiding Bishop’s vision of our  

“being the Beloved Community”. 

Candlelit evening service of Celtic music, poetry and reflection,  
at 5:30pm in the Church 

 

 
Sunday, November 19 

 

 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Chapel Street, Portsmouth, NH 
www.stjohnsnh.org 

A Celtic Evening  
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PARISH LIFE 

LENT IS COMING 
 

In returning and rest you shall find wholeness; quietness 

and trust shall be your strength.’ Isaiah 30:14-16 

 

Taking time away from the demands of everyday life, to 

be quiet, to pray, to worship, to read, rest, and relax, al-

lows us to refocus our lives on what is most important to 

us. Our relationship with God, like all relationships, needs 

attention and care to grow. Times of retreat allow us to 

turn our whole selves to the love of God, to listen and be 

attentive to the voice of God and many people experi-

ence retreats as times when God seems particularly near. 

  

The Society of St John the Evangelist is a monastic com-

munity of The Episcopal Church. The Monastery and 

Guesthouse is located in Cambridge, MA, near Harvard 

Square, and we invite you to join us for a Lenten retreat, 

March 20-23, 2018. Our retreat begins Tuesday after-

noon, arrival between 2pm and 5pm,  at 3:00 pm and 

concludes after lunch on Friday. 

  

In addition to joining the Brothers in their regular round 

of worship, silence, and meals, we will attend a series of 

meditations on a retreat theme, offered by a Brother who 

is our retreat companion. Customarily, most of the  re-

treat is observed  in silence. 

   

The cost of the retreat is $395 per person for three nights 

and space is limited to 12 participants in single rooms 

(there is also one double room available). If finances are 

an issue, please speak to Rob Stevens, Anne Williamson 

or Nathan Bourne about assistance.  Contact Nathan at 

your earliest convenience for more information or to re-

serve your place. Your place will be reserved by a non-

refundable deposit of $195. Nathan can be contacted at 

curate@stjohnsnh.org or 603-436-8283 x 119. 

RECEPTION THANK YOU 
 

During the month of September we had 

5 rather large receptions. It was a busy 

time and not possible to thank every-

one in a timely manner. First, we think 

just about everyone at St. John's con-

tributed something to some if not all of 

these receptions. What an incredibly 

generous community we have. Couldn't 

have done it without you. Our deepest 

gratitude to one and all. 
 

Steven Barsanti Funeral. We said good-

bye to a marvelous man on October 27. 

This was evident by the huge numbers 

who attended his funeral and reception. 

The folks from St Andrews were a huge 

help in supplying food for this recep-

tion. Serving in the kitchen with us were 

Elaine Wilson, Sandra Pagel, and Bertha 

Rocray.  
 

Those providing food: Kay Ruma, Betty 

Ann Johnson, Bertha Rocray Keith 

Barsanti, Wendy Hurd,  Elaine Wilson, 

Marion Ellis, Gary Fincke, Sandra Pagel, 

Shelly Lord, Sandy Gavottes, Anne 

Gabel, Pat Campbell, Carol Hawks, Na-

dine Crowell, Marty Smith, Lizzie Bristol, 

Liz Madison, Wendy Cote, Laura Ludes, 

Mary Z Walker, Annie Rainboth, Suzi 

Raeside, and Gladys Butterworth. 

As always you were all so generous with 

your responses to us and the reception 

was lauded by many who attended. 

Thank you our beloved St John's Com-

munity 
 

Suzi Raeside and Gladys Butterworth 

Reception Co-Chairs 
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St. John’s Vestry Members 
 

John Tabor, Sr. Warden 

Kelly Boston, Treasurer 

Gerry Simpkins, Jr. Warden 

Marian Ellis, Clerk 
 

Doug Greene 
Carol Gruen 

Meg Moran 

Bob Nalewajik 

Suzi Raeside 

Maggie Skafidas 

Chris Sieve 

Joe Weir 
 

 

 

Contact the Vestry at  

vestry@stjohnhsnh.org 

The Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr. 

Rector, ext. 11 

rector@stjohnsnh.org 

 

The Rev. Anne C. Williamson 

Associate Rector, ext 125 

anne@stjohnsnh.org 

 

The Rev. Nathan Bourne 

Curate, ext 119 

curate@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Dr. Margaret Harper 

Director of Music, ext 114 

music@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Ashley Wade 

Director of Children’s Music and 

Ministries, ext 116 

youthmusic@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Joanne Ferguson 

Office Administrator 

administrator@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Michelle Karcher 

Financial Administrator, ext 153 

finance@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Ramona Ramsdell 

Events Coordinator 

rental@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Priest Associates: 

     The Rev. G. Richard Siener 

     The Rev. Gail Avery 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                   STAFF 

Address Service Requested  


