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   life  
common 

No No matter where you are on your journey of  faith, you are always 
welcome at St. John’s Church, and most importantly at God’s table. 

NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 
   

Mark Your Calendars 

 Services for All Saints' Day Sunday, November 4  
Holy Eucharist 8am (Rite I) 

Holy Eucharist and Baptisms 10am (Rite II) 
All Saints Requiem-Fauré 5pm  

with St. John's Parish Choir 

 Lessons and Carols December 16 | 5pm 
(with a festive reception to follow!) 

 Blue Christmas December 20 | 7pm 
 Christmas Pageant  December 23 | 10 am service 

 Christmas Eve Service December 24 | 4pm & 8pm 
 Christmas Day service December 25 | 10 am 

 
Sunday Services: 
8:00am  Rite I 
8:30am  Parish Choir 
9:30am   Nursery 
9:30am   Kids Church 
               Youth Groups 
10:00am  Rite II  
11:00am  Coffee Hour 
                 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         

                       Participation is our biggest goal!  
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Koinonia = Community 

The Reverend Robert E. Stevens, Jr., Rector 

Rob‘s Ruminations 
 

 

 

 

A friend of  mine shared the following quote from an email from the Society of  St. John’s the 
Evangelist in Cambridge, MA and I thought that it very accurately described what we are trying to 
do and be here at St. John’s. 
 

“Koinonia 

When the New Testament talks about coming to faith in Christ, it is always in terms of  community. The way 
to grow into our full stature as children of  God is not through competitive individualism, but being made part 
of  a new family, a fellowship, or what the New Testament calls a "koinonia" of  love. It is in this community, 
the Church, the Body of  Christ, that we become who we most truly are meant to be, and gain our  

true identity.” -Br. Geoffrey Tristram 

 

I see this in action just about everyday that I spend in and around St. John’s.  Community is not 
just a place, but also a practice.  Whether it is on a Sunday morning listening to our children’s 
choirs sing that brings a majority of  the congregation to tears, or the simple care of  a friend  
acquiring and delivering a Book of  Common Prayer to a friend who can no longer make it to 
church.  There are examples all around us…if  we slow down and pay attention.  It is this practice 
of  Community or Koinonia that is at the heart of  the phrase that I say when the teenagers have a 
Service Sunday.  I say,  “They are skipping church to BE the church.”  The world needs churches 
to be more than simply a place.  The world needs the church to BE about action.  To Practice 
what we preach and as the General Thanksgiving from the service of  Morning Prayers so clearly 
and beautifully states, “that we show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our 
lives.” (BCP pg. 59) 
 
In this month that has Thanksgiving and Gratitude at its core I will be giving thanks that I am a 
part of  a wonderfully imperfect community that seeks to find God not only in the transcendent, 
but also in the normal, ordinary everyday that is most of  our existence.  That we do not set  
ourselves above or even apart, but rather that we seek to find God, meaning and goodness  
together in a holy practice of  Koinonia. 
 
“Church is a crazy concept” a friend of  mine said recently...”Yes it is” I replied “and I wouldn’t 
trade it for the world.”  Thank you for being Church, being Community, being Koinonia with  
and for me.  
 
Faithfully, your rector, 



 

 

Associate Rector‘s Reflections 
The Gift of Sabbath 
 

The Reverend Anne C. Williamson, Associate Rector 
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“In returning and rest you shall be saved; In quietness and confidence shall be your strength.”   

           -Isaiah 30:15 

Every October the Episcopal clergy in New Hampshire are invited to attend a two day gathering.  

Over the last six years, these have been structured as conferences but this year, we were blessed 

with a retreat, offered by Brother David Vryhof, SSJE. What a gift!  The theme of  the retreat was 

‘Resting in God: The Spiritual Practice of  Keeping Sabbath’.  Back in July, we heard in the Gospel of  

Mark the invitation from Jesus to his disciples: ‘Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves 

and rest awhile’.  I shared with you my experiences in New Zealand of  being on retreat and the 

blessing of  taking time not only to rest but to connect with God in a deeper way.   

The biblical warrant for Sabbath rest with which we are most familiar is found in the 10 Com-

mandments – Exodus 20:8-11 (the fourth commandment and the longest one!). We are to keep 

the Sabbath holy following the creation pattern of  God’s six days of  work and rest on the seventh 

day.  In the restatement of  the Commandments in Deuteronomy 5:12-15, it is that freedom from 

slavery in Egypt, where there was no rest for the Israelites, just relentless work, that calls the peo-

ple of  God to observe the Sabbath so that they are never again enslaved by work.    

We need Sabbath and it is God’s gift to us just as it was to the Israelites as they came out of  cap-

tivity in Egypt.  The poet Wendell Berry suggests ‘Sabbath observance invites us to stop.  It invites us to 

rest. It asks us to notice that while we rest, the world continues without our help. It invites us to delight in the 

world’s beauty and abundance.’  Berry has his own Sabbath practice – a walk in nature and the writing 

of  a poem.  One of  his Sabbath poem books, The Timbered Choir, is delightful and challenging.  

A favorite poem of  mine is The Peace of  Wild Things: 

When despair grows in me 
and I wake in the night at the least sound 
in fear of  what my life and my children's lives may be, 
I go and lie down where the wood drake 
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 
I come into the peace of  wild things 
who do not tax their lives with forethought 
of  grief. I come into the presence of  still water. 
And I feel above me the day-blind stars 
waiting for their light. For a time 
I rest in the grace of  the world, and am free.  
 

As we considered what Sabbath rest might be for us, Brother David offered both thoughts on 
what we might rest from and what we might rest for.                                            (continued on next page) 
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(continued from page 3) 
 
 

We were invited to rest from working (despite the fact our society values work, not rest), to rest 
from producing and accomplishing (we are loved by God not for what we do but for who we are 
– uniquely created in God),  to rest from worrying (!), to rest from acquiring (rather than seeking 
more, to reflect on being good stewards of  what we have already been given), to rest from trying 
to be God (rather than thinking we are in charge, in control, resting with hope and confidence in 
God’s love and provision.) and rest from living a mindless, meaningless routine (noticing and  
appreciating the world around us, the people in our lives, ‘stopping to smell the roses’).  Brother 
David asked ‘what we are resting for? What might help us find rest and refreshment?’.  He offered 
seven practices: Worship (connecting, being mindful of  God), rest (thinking about what is restful 
for you – it is not one size fits all!), reflection (time to consider our relationships, our values, the 
way we walk in the world), renewal (tending body, mind and spirit), beauty (enjoying God’s  
creation, whether in nature, an art museum, reading a good book), being with people (taking  
time to be with others, in worship, in companionship, enjoying life together) and stillness (finding 
peace, both within and without). 
 
Practicing Sabbath is harder I think when our lives are ordered in such a way that there is not a 
single day of  the week for the observance, when different folks find different days of  the week 
for their Sabbath.  The brothers of  the Society of  St. John the Evangelist have Monday as their 
Sabbath – there are no public services or guests in the Guest Houses on Mondays.  Monday is the 
day I try to take as my Sabbath, with limited success!  Rob and Nathan try to take Friday as their 
Sabbath.   
 
I invite you to ponder what it means to you to rest, do you find time and space to rest? What 
practicing Sabbath might look like in your life.  And remember the words of  Jesus: ‘Come to me, 
all you that are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.’ Matthew 11:28 
 
Blessings 
Anne 
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God and the Ballot 
 

The Reverend Nathaniel F. Bourne, Curate  

Curate‘s Courtyard 

 

They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, 
“For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” –Mark 10:26-27 
 

In case you haven’t noticed, there’s an election coming up. Yard signs are popping up like crocuses after a 
thaw. My mailbox is filled with glossy photos, catchphrases, and claims of how the other candidate wants 
to rob the elderly, harm our children, or take away your money that you’ve worked hard to earn. I can’t 
listen to the news without hearing clips of another political rally or speculation about a race that’s too 
close to call. 
 

Last month Tim Keller, a Presbyterian pastor wrote an article for the New York Times exploring how 
Christians fit—or, as he concludes, don’t fit—into our country’s two-party system. His writing focuses on 
party allegiance, but at its heart is about a larger question. Should the church—both the institution and 
the people it comprises—be political? And if so, how?  These are important questions for every church 
community to wrestle with, especially around election time, when discussions of politics and issues that 
affect all of our lives can feel more fraught. 
 

A couple months ago someone asked me how a Christian view of human flourishing differs from that of 
either major political party. I had to think about how I would articulate an answer and put my gut reaction 
into words. What I came to is this—I believe without a doubt that Christians are called to be political.  
We don’t have a choice. As Keller points out in his article—“Those who avoid all political discussions 
and engagements are essentially casting a vote for the status quo.” It’s impossible for me to read the  
gospels and ignore the political message that opposes racism, advocates for the poor, condemns  
oppression, and calls out corruption. They’re centered on the story of Jesus Christ who challenged the 
religious and political authorities of his day and was executed as part of a larger and deeply political  
conflict.  
 

Those same gospels also keep me from being wholeheartedly devoted to any party ideology or human  
institution. Being political and being partisan are not the same thing. I believe that the only thing that will 
heal the brokenness in our world is God’s grace, not a political party or a certain political ideology.  
Socialism, capitalism, the Democratic Party, the Republican Party, libertarianism, none of them have  
the power to save us.  
 

One of the themes we’ve come back to again and again at St. John’s is that “God’s love refuses to be  
kept in a box…” God’s love does not conform to any specific political ideology or party platform.  
It’s important for us to speak out on the issues that our country and society face—immigration,  
socioeconomic and racial inequity, famine and violence around the world—and it’s important to vote. 
The Holy Spirit moves through our voices and votes. At the same time, let’s not conflate our preferred 
party and the Kingdom of God, or hold any human institution above the love of God that breaks all  
borders and exceeds the limits of our imagination. That love that breathed our world into being and is 
calling all of us—Republican or Democrat, indigenous or immigrant, Episcopalian or not—back to  
God and into one human family. 
 

With deep gratitude and love, 
 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/29/opinion/sunday/christians-politics-belief.html
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2018-2019 St. John’s Youth | Year-at-a-Glance 

Middle Schoolers will meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30am in the Philbrick Room. High Schoolers will gather 
in Thaxter Hall then go to coffee together with the youth group leaders. They’ll come back to the church for 
communion. 
 

FALL 2018 
Day    Time   Event 
Friday – Saturday  11/2  6:00pm – 11/3 1:00pm Youth@Convention Retreat 
Sunday   11/18 9:30 – 11:15am  Service Sunday  
Sunday   11/25 NO YOUTH PROGRAMMING 
Wednesday  12/12 3:00 – 5:00pm  Cooking for Cross Roads 
Sunday   TBA               Middle School Christmas Party 
Sunday   12/30 NO YOUTH PROGRAMMING 
 
 

SPRING 2019 
Day    Time   Event 
Sunday   1/13 11:30am – 2:30pm Middle School trip @ Blitz Air Park 
Sunday   1/20 9:30 – 11:15am  Service Sunday 
Wednesday  1/23 3:00 – 5:00pm  Cooking for Cross Roads 
Wednesday  2/13 3:00 – 5:00pm  Cooking for Cross Roads 
Sunday   2/17 9:30 – 11:15am  Service Sunday 
Sunday   2/17 5:30 – 7:30pm  Middle School Game Night @ St. John’s 
Sunday   2/24 NO YOUTH PROGRAMMING 
Wednesday  3/13  3:00 – 5:00pm  Cooking for Cross Roads 
Sunday   3/17 9:30am – 4:00pm Service Sunday @ Common Cathedral  
Wednesday  4/10 3:00 – 5:00pm  Cooking for Cross Roads 
Sunday   4/14 9:30 – 11:00am  Service Sunday 
Sunday   4/21 Easter Sunday  
Wednesday  5/8 3:00 – 5:00pm  Cooking for Cross Roads 
Sunday   5/12 10:00am  Rite 13 
Wednesday  6/14 3:00 – 5:00pm  Cooking for Cross Roads 
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Music Notes 
‘Tis the Season! 

Jennifer McPherson, Director of  Music 

 

Fall is definitely upon us, and it’s flying by! I love seeing the chimney smoke 
coming from homes on my drive to work. Scarves, boots, and coats are becoming 
everyday wear. We’re beginning to think about the upcoming holidays. While I 
wish these days weren’t going by so fast, I’m so excited for what is to come over 
the next couple months. Please consider joining the choir during this Advent and 
Christmas season. Rehearsals and special services are listed below.  
Peace,  
Jen 
 
 

 

REQUIEM FOR ALL SAINTS  
 

Sunday, November 4, 5:00 P.M.  
Music provided by the St. John’s Parish Choir  

featuring the Faure  Requiem  
 
 
 
 
Upcoming rehearsals this season for the St. John’s Parish Choir:  
Every Sunday! Rehearsal 8:30-9:45AM  
Wednesday, 7 November, 7-8:30PM “First Wednesday” rehearsal  
Wednesday, 5 December, 7-8:30PM  “First Wednesday” rehearsal  
  

Dates of note:  
REQUIEM FOR ALL SAINTS November 4 | 5pm 
Lessons and Carols December 16 | 5pm 
(with a festive reception to follow!) 
Blue Christmas December 20 | 7pm 
Christmas Pageant  December 23 | 10 am service 
Christmas Eve Service December 24 | 4pm & 8pm 
Christmas Day service December 25 | 10 am 
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Sunday’s festive kickoff for the St. John’s Capital Campaign was well  
attended, but this is just the beginning! 

 

 We ate a delicious catered breakfast while 
our Senior Warden John Tabor outlined the 
three major components of the proposed  
Projects that our campaign supports.   
 
These are a renovation of Thaxter Hall,  
improved systems in the sanctuary (roofing, 
electrical & plumbing), and the construction 
of a connector between the two buildings.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

After both services, parishioners formed a  
human chain on the perimeter of the  
proposed connector space between Thaxter 
Hall and the church.  This helped people  
envision the size and scope of the project. 
  

CONNECTED IN CHRIST CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  
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Our three-part project has generated a campaign goal of $1.58 million with a 
stretch goal of $2.1 million to include an elevator. Our campaign team an-
nounced that the quiet phase, which was conducted through the summer and 
concluded on October 21st, yielded 40 pledges for a dollar amount of $968,000, 
or 61% of our goal.   
 

Phase 2 of the campaign has begun with the Kickoff event and will involve 40 
canvassers made up of parishioners and clergy, canvassing roughly 168  
members of our community.  We hope to conclude phase 2 by Thanksgiving.   
If you receive a call, know that the caller is generously volunteering her or his 
time to talk with you about our shared love of St. John’s and the need to  
improve our buildings by making them safer, more attractive, efficient and  
accessible to all.  We wish you enjoyable conversations that will enhance our 
connectedness to each other as a community, while helping us accomplish the 
worthy goal to improve the condition 
of our buildings so that they reflect the 
quality of our vibrant programs.  
 

Your Capital Campaign Team thanks 
you for helping us make these dreams 
a reality, 
 

John Tabor, Chris Sieve, Lizzie Bristow 
and the Clergy of St. John’s 
 
 

Visit the  Campaign Website to follow our 
progress and read about our journey so far! 

 

WWW.GIVINGSITES.COM/CONNECTED  

A Thank-You from the Capital Campaign Chairs 
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Children’s Ministries Updates 

Ashley Wade, Director of  Children’s Music and Ministries 

 

      Kids’ Sunday Morning Church School Program 
 

BABYSITTING OPPORTUNITY ~ Nursery Attendants Needed 
Paid opportunity, that helps you build your babysitting business! 
Get to know and love the youngest in our community and serve  

our families on Sunday mornings! 
 

FAMILY NIGHT | Food, Drink, Fun 

Sunday, November 11 @ The Boston’s Home in Portsmouth 
4:00-7:00PM | Details on the Blog! 

 
 

ST. JOHN’S YOUTH MUSIC & THEATER 

Sunday, November 11 @ 10:00 AM Service 
Junior Choir, Cherub Choir, Parish Choir, and Choir School sing together! 

 

Sunday, December 23 @ 10:00 AM Service 
The Christmas Pageant 

 

Monday, December 24 @ 4:00 PM Service 
Family Service with Junior Choir & Cherub Choir members 

 
 

ROALD DAHL’S WILLY WONKA JR. 
 

Saturday, February 16, 2019 6:00pm 
Sunday, February 17, 2019 11:30am 

 

 
Our annual musical this year will be Willy 
Wonka! This is a fun, large cast show with lots of 
roles for lots of people. First full-cast rehearsal is 
scheduled for Sunday, January 6, 2019. We would 
love to know if you’re interested by December 
15th. Rehearsals will be Sundays and Wednesdays, 
with a dress rehearsal on Friday, February 15th. 
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THE CHOIR SCHOOL AT ST. JOHN’S 

Hear the choristers of The Choir School on  
Sunday, November 11 @ 10:00 AM service, and  

Sunday, December 16 @ 5:00 PM Lessons and Carols service. 

 
 

COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES @ The Choir School 
 
Become a van rider. An easy and fun duty, you accompany Kathi on a route to either pick up 
or drop off students. When students get silly on the van, you can learn a lot about each other!  
 
Become a program assistant on a Tuesday or a Thursday afternoon. Duties include set up, 
snack service, and providing general structure and community for the students during the first 
hour of the program. For those who love working with children, helping with homework and 
practicing, and building relationship, this is a fun role! This is a great opportunity for a high 
school student to earn community service credit. 
 
Attend a Public Community Event & Fundraiser. Stay tuned for dates on our annual events 
to promote The Choir School and our very special support community.  
 

Become a Donor. Your financial support goes a long way to build this amazing community 
support system for our Choir School families. 

 
 
 

THE SJC FAMILY BLOG | sjcfamily.blog 

Subscribe to the blog, and never miss a beat with the  
Children’s Music & Ministries, and Youth Development opportunities. 

 
 
 
 

Ashley Wade, Children’s Music & Ministries 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 

ashley@stjohnsnh.org | 603-436-8283 

THE CHOIR SCHOOL AT ST. JOHN’S 



 

 

November  
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SUNDAY MONDAY          TUESDAY 

   

4   ALL SAINTS SERVICES 
8:00a     Rite I 
8:30a      Parish Choir Rehearsal 
9:30a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II with Baptisms 
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:00a    Cherub Singers 
5:00pm   Requiem for All Saints 
6:30p       AA 

5 
9:30       Gather Cooking 
7p          FA  

6 
10:00a - 2:00p  Easter Seals Baking 
10:00a               Staff Meeting 
2:30p                Choir School 
6p                      Youth AA 
6p                      YOC Meeting 
7p                      Vestry Meeting 

11 
8:00a     Rite I 
8:30a      Parish Choir Rehearsal 
9:30a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
4-7pm     FAMILY NIGHT 
11:00a    Cherub Singers 
6:30p       AA 

12  
9:30       Gather Cooking 
7p          FA  
 

13 

10:00a - 2:00p  Easter Seals Baking 
10:00a               Staff Meeting 
2:30p                 Choir School 
6p                     Youth AA 
 

18    SERVICE SUNDAY 

8:00 a     Rite I 
8:30a      Parish Choir Rehearsal 
9:00a      Adult Formation 
9:30a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Cherub Singers 

19 

9:30       Gather Cooking 
7p          Choir School Board 
7p          FA  
 

 

 

20 

10:00a - 2:00p  Easter Seals Baking 
10:00a               Staff Meeting 
2:30p                Choir School 
6p                     Youth AA 

25     
8:00a     Rite I 
8:30a      Parish Choir Rehearsal 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
6:30p       AA 

NO KIDS OR YOUTH  

PROGRAMMING 

26 
9:30       Gather Cooking 
7p          FA  

27 
10:00a - 2:00p  Easter Seals Baking 
10:00a               Staff Meeting 
2:30p                Choir School 
6p                    Youth AA 



 

 

2018 
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT 

 1  
9:30am    Healing Service 
10:30a     Centering Prayer 
12p          Common Table 
6:30p       Women's Book 
                 Group  
7p           NA  

2 

YOUTH@ 
CONVENTION 

RETREAT 
 

3 

YOUTH@ 

CONVENTION 

RETREAT 
12p  - PYSO Rehearsal  
6:30p  - AA  

7 
6:45a     St. John's Spiritual  
              Explorers: Men's  
               Book Group  
10:30a   Reading Between  
               the Lines 
4-5:30p  Junior Music & Theater 
7-8:30p  St. John’s Parish Choir  
               Rehearsal 
 

8 
9:30a      Healing Service 
10:30a    Centering Prayer 
12p         Common Table  
7p           NA  

9 

 

 
3:30p Cooking at 
Salvation Army 
 

10 

 

 
12p  - PYSO Rehearsal  
6:30p  - AA  

14 
10:30a   Reading Between  
               the Lines 
12pm      Ladies’ Luncheon  
               @ Café Nostimo 
1p           Knitting  
4-5:30p   Junior Music & Theater 

15 
9:30a       Healing Service 
10:30a     Centering Prayer 
12p          Common Table  
2:30p       Choir School 
6:30p       Women's Book 
                 Group  
7p            NA  

16 

 
 
 

17 

 

 
12p  - PYSO Rehearsal  
6:30p  - AA  

21 
 

    NO YOUTH  MUSIC  

    & THEATER 

22 OFFICE CLOSED 

     THANKSGIVING 
9:30a       Healing Service 
7p            NA  
 

23 
 
 
 

24 

 

 
12p  - PYSO Rehearsal  
6:30p  - AA  

28 
 
10:30a   Reading Between  
               the Lines 
1p           Knitting  
4-5:30p  Junior Music & Theater 
6:30p      Advent Book Group 

29 
 
10:30a   Reading Between 
the Lines 
1p           Knitting  
4-5:30p  Junior Music & 
Theater 

 
 

30 DECEMBER 1 

 

 
12p  - PYSO Rehearsal  
6:30p  - AA  



 

 

Resources for the Spiritual Journey   

Wednesday Mornings 10:30 – 12:00,  
in the Philbrick Room of the lower level Thaxter Hall  

Using a resource entitled Reading Between the Lines, we use one text from the Sunday  
lectionary and examine the story as found in the Bible. Next, we see how the story is  
happening in the world around us, and then look at how the story is an event in our own lives. 
We end our time together with Noonday Prayer. 

“For both clergy and laity, Reading Between The Lines is, in my judgment, the single 
most important resource for engaging and internalizing the lectionary readings for 
each Sunday of the year. It is of great value for clergy preparing sermons and for adult 
study groups undertaking a serious and life-changing encounter with the Bible."   
-Marcus Borg - Author and Historical Jesus Scholar 

For more information, email Rev. Nathan Bourne, curate@stjohnsnh.org or  
Rev Anne Williamson, anne@stjohnsnh.org or call  603-436-8283. 
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PARISH LIFE 

The Centering Prayer group meets in the Philbrook room of 
Thaxter Hall from 10:30 to 11:30am every Thursday morning.   
 

Centering Prayer focuses on Contemplative Prayer, the opening of 
mind and heart to God, the Ultimate Mystery, beyond thoughts, 
words and emotions.  The one hour time period includes twenty 
minutes of silence, an open discussion of matters of common interest 
in our spiritual journeys and concludes with intercessory prayer.   
 

For further information, please contact The Rev. Dick Siener or Joan 
Christy through the Church Office.   

All are welcome – join us as your schedule permits. 

Adult Formation: Community & Connections 
Join the Rev. Dick Siener and the Rev. Anne Williamson  

on November 18, and December 16  
at 9 am in the Philbrick Room. More information to follow.  

Thursday Night Women's Book Group 
 

Philbrick Room in Thaxter Hall 
alternating Thursday evenings at 6:30pm  

Our next book is ALMOST EVERYTHING by Annie Lamott. We will 
be discussing the book on Thursday November 1st and on the 15th!  

Please join us. After the Lamott book we’ll read an advent book 
through the month of December. Please contact Conni White at  
603-498-7605 or Kathi Hardy kathiHardy@Live.com. 

mailto:anne@stjohnsnh.org
mailto:anne@stjohnsnh.org
mailto:kathiHardy@Live.com


 

 

PARISH LIFE 
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Ladies’ Luncheon will be held at noon on Wednesday, November 14 at Café Nostimo  
on Merona Road in Portsmouth. Please call Linda McVay (603-988-9755) or Mary Walker 
(603-436-2034) if  you plan to attend and to arrange carpooling if  necessary.  
These gatherings will occur on the second Wednesday of  every month; location will vary.  
Please join us! All are welcome! 

PARKING IN THE METERED LOT  ACROSS FROM THE CHURCH 
Parishioners can park in the lot across from the Church anytime, but you must have a parking 
sticker on your car.  If you don’t have a sticker, you will get ticketed.  If you have a sticker and 
get ticketed incorrectly, please connect with the office or Gerry Simpkins, as we can get that  
resolved.  We do ask that you check the lower lot first (beside Thaxter Hall) for available parking 
as we’d like to have as many spaces in the upper lot open for paid public parking. Parking is also 
available in the Optima Bank lot on Sunday mornings only. 

The Hopes and Fears of  All the Years – An Advent Writing Workshop  
Sunday, December 2nd 5:00pm – 7:00pm Thaxter Hall  
This light-hearted but also tender-hearted writing workshop is for everyone – the 
“seasoned” writer and anyone who just wants to dip a toe in the ... starlight.  
We will write prayers for community and personal use, words of  poetry or 
memory-sketch that may turn into a card for a friend or family member, maybe a 
new verse for a familiar carol, the silliest gift-tag ever, or a New Year’s toast to 
remember all year. Come for the workshop and stay for a dinner to follow.  
Taught by Maren Tirabassi 

Advent & Epiphany Book Group 
Being the People of God: A two-part series on the fundamentals of faith 

For four weeks in Advent and four weeks in the season of Epiphany, Anne and Nathan will lead a 
book study focusing on the basic elements of faith and discipleship. Come and join us.  
Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, we hope these offerings will help you connect with 
yourself, this community, and with God.   
 

 

In Advent we’ll look at Rowan Williams’ book Being Christian and consider beliefs and  
practices that are central to Christian faith—Baptism, the Bible, Eucharist and Prayer.  
We’ll meet in the Philbrick Room of Thaxter Hall at 6:30pm on November 28th,  
December 5th, December 12th, and December 19th. Books will be available 
for purchase for $10. We’ll have coffee, tea, and desserts at each of our  
gatherings.  
 

During the Season of Epiphany we’ll turn to another of Rowan Williams’ 
books, Being Disciples. This volume goes deeper into what it questions of what 

it means to follow Jesus’ way of love in the world. It covers forgiveness,  
holiness, faith in society, life in the spirit, and the core virtues of faith, hope, and love.  

This program will mirror the one in Advent. Exact dates will be announced later.  
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St. John’s Vestry Members 
 

John Tabor, Sr. Warden 
Kelly Boston, Treasurer 
Gerry Simpkins, Jr. Warden 
Marian Ellis, Clerk 
 

John Bolduc 
Jeff Croteau 
Carol Gruen 
Meg Moran 
Bob Nalewajk 
Ellie Sanderson 
Maggie Skafidas 
Joe Weir 
 
 
 

Contact the Vestry at  
vestry@stjohnhsnh.org 

The Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr. 
Rector, ext. 111 
rector@stjohnsnh.org 
 
The Rev. Anne C. Williamson 
Associate Rector, ext 125 
anne@stjohnsnh.org 
 
The Rev. Nathan Bourne 
Curate, ext 119 
curate@stjohnsnh.org 
 
Jennifer McPherson 
Director of Music, ext 114 
music@stjohnsnh.org 
 

Ashley Wade 
Director of Children’s Music and 
Ministries, ext 116 
youthmusic@stjohnsnh.org 
 
Ashley Doyle 
Parish Administrator 
administrator@stjohnsnh.org 
 
 

Michelle Karcher 
Financial Administrator, ext 153 
finance@stjohnsnh.org 
 
Ramona Ramsdell 
Events Coordinator 
rental@stjohnsnh.org 
 
Priest Associate: 
     The Rev. G. Richard Siener 
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