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No No matter where you are on your journey of faith, you are always 
welcome at St. John’s Church, and most importantly at God’s table. 

 
December 24 Christmas Eve Services 
 

4:00pm Rite II Holy Eucharist with Children’s Choirs 
   *Ideal for families with young children 
  

7:30pm Musical Prelude 
  

8:00pm Rite II Festival Holy Eucharist with  

      Parish Choirs & Brass 
    *Our primary liturgy for Christmas Eve.  Ideal for all.  

December 25 Christmas Day 
 

10:00am Rite II Holy Eucharist  
  

3:00pm Christmas Dinner  

     *Common Table meal open to the  

       whole community 

LESSONS and CAROLS 
Sunday, December 13th, 5:00pm 

Service followed by Festive Reception  
 

(see pg 5) 
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Pausing for God, for the world, and for ourselves 
 

The Reverend Robert E. Stevens, Jr., Rector 

Rob‘s Ruminations 
 

 

 

 

The events of the past week have reminded me how 

easily I can slip into a posture of fear.  Fear itself is 

not bad, evil or even dark, but when I adopt a pos-

ture of fear that lingers I find that life is diminished.  

So what is our response to a world that is filled with 

such scary scenarios?  I think that response is a key 

word.  When I am entrenched in a posture of fear I 

do not respond rather I react.  It is reflexive and it is 

primitive.  Fight or flight reactions kick in to preserve 

my survival.  By contrast, responding takes thought 

and reflection concerning the perceived threat.  One 

of the most important practices that our faith gives 

us is to “Be still and know that I am God.” (Psalm 

46:10).  Also, whenever Jesus was overwhelmed and 

the crowds pushed in on him or the disciples be-

came fearful or too ambitious, he would disappear 

to a secluded place to pray.  In my life “pushing the 

pause button” is a VERY important spiritual disci-

pline.   
 

The very scary reality is that our security, whether it 

is national, financial, our health, or our own family, 

our security is not and cannot be guaranteed.  That 

is the human delusion that we can control our lives.  

I once heard a wise man say that, “in a world of such 

insecurity it takes a certain amount of denial to 

simply get out of bed in the morning.” While this is 

not the most optimistic outlook it does tell a truth.  

We are not in control of what happens to us or 

those we love, we are only in control of how we re-

spond, and sometimes we even struggle with that.   
 

That is why pausing and reflecting on our faith and 

what it offers is not only helpful but in times of fear I 

believe it is essential to health on every level.  As we 

enter into this holy season of Advent and Christmas, 

may we have the courage to push the pause button 

on fear whether it is from unknown threats from 

other lands or the threats from within our own lives 

that seek to make us believe that darkness wins.  

One of the best reminders for me this week came 

from God’s creation in nature.  It was the reminder 

that light always conquers darkness IF we are willing 

to shine it.  AND the darker it gets the less light is 

needed to make a major difference.  Many of you 

know that I am afraid of the dark…yes that basement 

as a child traumatized me J.  Yet, if I am in a pitch-

black room, my cell phone glow is enough to stave 

off panic.  I believe it is also true in our lives.  When 

things seem bleakest or most scary it is the small act 

of kindness or sharing light that can begin to turn 

things around.    
 

I know that the world that we live in is incredibly 

complex and that simply waving my metaphorical I-

phone flashlight will not make “everything ok.” How-

ever, it is times such as these that Jesus’ practices 

and promises are true.  He urges us to push the 

pause button to pray for the world…ALL the world.  

Pray for our responses to darkness that our respons-

es will be full of light, not more darkness. Pray for 

those who are too afraid to pray and remember that 

his promise is true… “He is with us ALWAYS, even to 

the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). 
 

I have included two beacons of light to share with 

you.  The first link is our bishop, The Rt. Rev. Robert 

Hirschfeld’s address to our Diocesan Convention and 

the second is our Presiding Bishop The Most Rt. Rev. 

Michael Curry’s sermon at his installation at the Na-

tional Cathedral in Washington D.C.  I trust they will 

give you hope and courage to face the days ahead 

and to be bearers of Light!  
 

Faithfully, your rector, 
 

Bishop Curry  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mt6f3CvC3JE  

Bishop Hirschfeld  http://www.tendingthevine.org/news/ 



 

 

Associate Rector‘s Reflections 
 

 

‘Psalms for People Under Pressure’ 
 

The Reverend Anne C. Williamson, Associate Rector 
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About 10 years ago, Jonathan Aitken, a former British Cabinet Minister published a book about the 

Psalms – ‘Psalms for People Under Pressure’.  He knew a lot about being under pressure – he had been 

variously a war correspondent in Vietnam, the Chairman of a British Merchant Bank, a Member of the Brit-

ish Parliament, a Defense Minister and Chief Secretary to the Treasury.  His world came crashing down 

when he was convicted of perjury and spent 18 months in Belmarsh Prison in Southeast London –his wife 

left him, he was bankrupt and in disgrace.  His time in prison, however, was transformative, and when he 

came out of prison, Aitken went to study Theology at Oxford University and wrote this wonderful book 

about his journey with the Psalms, describing these biblical texts as ‘deep gold seams of ancient wisdom 

for coping with the pressures of modern life’. 
 

As I mentioned last Sunday, I have particular Psalms which have helped me through challenging times, 

kept me grounded in ‘whose’ I am.  As we journey together on our life’s pilgrimage, with all the joys and 

the sorrows we experience, I share verses from some of my favorites with you, and I hope you might share 

some of your favorites with me.  Call me, email me, write me a letter!  
  

‘In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety. Psalm 4:8  
 

‘I lift my eyes to the hills. Where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of 

heaven and earth…’ Psalm 21:1-2  
 

‘Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil for You are with me.’ 

 Psalm 23:4  
 

‘Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot secure. The boundary lines have fallen for 

me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance.’  Psalm 16:5-6 
 

‘I trust in you, O Lord;  I say, “You are my God.” My times are in your hands.’  Psalm 31:14-15 

 

‘For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him. He alone is my rock and my salvation, 

my fortress; I shall not be shaken.’ Psalm 62:5-7 
 

‘Blessed are those whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.’ Psalm 84:5 
 

‘Lord you have searched me out and known me; you know my sitting down and my rising up; 

you discern my thoughts from afar. You trace my journeys and my resting places and are acquainted with 

all my ways.’  Psalm 139:1-2 
 

May you find comfort and blessing in these ancient words of wisdom. 
 

Peace, Anne 
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Music Notes 
 

Justin’s Story: A Look Into the Life of a Choir School Student 
 

Margaret Harper, Director of Music 

I first met Justin* and his father at a community meal sponsored by the Portsmouth Housing Authority.  I at-

tended many of these meals throughout the summer, meeting people and recruiting for the Choir School at 

St. John’s.  Justin immediately stood out to me because of his unbounded enthusiasm.  He was determined 

that he wanted to learn to sing.  In fact, Justin was a year younger than our intended age range, but his en-

thusiasm was enough to convince me to admit him. 
 

Justin has proved to be one of the more challenging students in the Choir School, but has made good pro-

gress and is now thriving.  He is particularly keen on gaining points on his training card, a system that tracks 

the students’ musical development.  Every day at the end of rehearsal, he earnestly reports to me that he has 

earned a check mark in a new category.  Ashley and I (as well as all the Choir School volunteers) have grown 

to love Justin very much.  In light of this, I was surprised to receive a phone message from his father this 

week informing me that Justin will no longer be able to attend Choir School. 
 

After further inquiry, the situation became clear.  On the days when Justin is not at Choir School, he attends 

another after-school program.  He was involved in this program last year, and also attends during the sum-

mer.  Because his family is below the poverty line, they are eligible for discounted tuition.  However, the state 

stipulates that Justin must attend a minimum of 15 hours per week to receive this discount.  Since he joined 

the Choir School, he has only been there two days each week.   
 

Justin’s father didn’t realize that the discount no longer applied until he fell behind on his bill payments this 

month.  Justin’s after-school program went from costing $25/month for 5 days/week to $100/month for 2 

days/week.  The difference in cost is prohibitive for his family.  They need to have somewhere for Justin to go 

every day after school and they need him to be eligible for discounted summer care.  In order for this to hap-

pen, Justin can no longer attend the Choir School.  
 

In this instance, a regulation that was created to help provide for those in need is penalizing a child for being 

given an opportunity.  Because Justin was given the chance to learn about music for free, his parents can no 

longer afford the care that they need for him.  Justin doesn’t want to leave the Choir School – both he and 

his parents see it as a valuable asset for his life.  However, they have no way to make it possible for him. 
 

What can we do about this?  I am working with connections at his other after-school program and his school 

to see if we can work around the system.  I don’t know if we’ll succeed, though we will certainly use every 

possible avenue to help Justin.   
 

I have found that knowing the stories of individual students in the Choir School makes its mission perfectly 

clear.  As I meet families in the Portsmouth Housing Authority communities, and as I develop relationships 

with our kids and their parents, I feel more strongly than ever that the Choir School meets a real need in our 

city.  We are focused on expanding the community of St. John’s in a way that enables people from differing 

spheres of life to walk together and learn from one another.  We aim to break down social barriers in Ports-

mouth and use music as a way to love our neighbors.  Justin is one of the many faces of the Choir School at 

St. John’s. 
 

*This name has been changed to protect the privacy of the individual. 
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SPECIAL HOLIDAY SERVICES 

 

 

Our service for Blue Christmas is a time when we can, with others, acknowledge the “blue” feelings 

we have at Christmas time, the reasons for them, and offer them to God.  
 

Some of us may be experiencing a sense of loss: loss of a job, loss of health, loss of a relationship. 
 

It is not accidental that this service coincides with the winter solstice – the shortest day and the 

longest night of the year.  
 

In this service of prayer, candlelight, and quiet music, we gather with neighbors and strangers, 

a family made one by our brokenness. 
 

We come seeking comfort that we are not alone, we come with our hearts full of hope and we invite 

our great sign of hope, Emmanuel, God-with-us, to break through the darkness of our lives. 
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JANUARY 
 

1/3 (Sun) SHREK REHEARSAL 
11:30-1:30 Youth (No Cherubs) 
 
1/6 (Wed) SHREK REHEARSAL 
3:30-6:00 (Cherubs for first hour) 
 
1/10 (Sun) SHREK REHEARSAL 
11:30-1:30 Youth (No Cherubs) 
 
1/13 (Wed) SHREK REHEARSAL 
3:30-6:00 (Cherubs for first hour) 
 
1/17 (Sun) SHREK REHEARSAL 
11:30-1:30 Youth (No Cherubs) 
 
1/20 (Wed) SHREK REHEARSAL 
3:30-6:00 (Cherubs for first hour) 
 
1/24 (Sun) SHREK REHEARSAL 
11:30-1:30 Youth (No Cherubs) 
 
1/27 (Wed) SHREK REHEARSAL 
3:30-6:00 (Cherubs for first hour) 
 
1/31 (Sun) SHREK REHEARSAL 
**CHERUBS sing in church** 
11:30-1:30 Youth (No Cherubs) 
 
FEBRUARY 
 

2/3 (Wed) DRESS REHEARSAL 
3:30-6:00 (Cherubs for first hour) 
 
2/5 (Fri) SHREK PERFORMANCE 1 
3:30-4:45 Rehearsal 
5:00 Community potluck in Thaxter 
6:00 Show begins! 
 
2/7 (Sun) SHREK PERFORMANCE 2 
**CAST sings in church** 
11:30 Warm up in choir room 
12:00 Show begins! 
1:30-3:30 Clean up & Cast party 

NOVEMBER 

 
11/29 (Sun) XMAS REHEARSAL 
11:30-1:00 Youth Singers (no cherubs) 
 
DECEMBER 
 

12/2 (Wed) PAGEANT REHEARSAL 
3:30-4:25 Cherubs 
4:30-5:30 Juniors/Youth 
 
12/9 (Wed) PAGEANT REHEARSAL 
3:30-4:25 Cherubs 
4:30-5:30 Juniors/Youth 
 
12/13 (Sun) XMAS & SHREK REHEARSAL 
11:30-1:00 Youth Singers (no cherubs) 
[5:00 Lessons and Carols service] 
6:15 Sing during Festive Reception  
 
12/16 (Wed) PAGEANT REHEARSAL 
3:30-4:25 Cherubs 
4:30-5:30 Juniors/Youth 
 
12/19 (Sat) PAGEANT DRESS REHEARSAL 
10:00-12:00 Children & Youth (Cherubs first hour on-
ly) 
 
12/20 (Sun) PAGEANT SUNDAY 
9:15 Arrive for Costumes and Warm-up 
10:00 Pageant begins 
 
12/23 (Wed) NO REHEARSAL 
 
12/24 (Thurs) CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SER-
VICE 
3:00 Arrive, rehearse, robe (early call time because this 
service is PACKED!) 
4:00 Service Begins 
 
12/27 (Sun) NO CHILDREN/YOUTH PRO-
GRAMS 
 
12/30 (Wed) NO REHEARSALS 
 

 
 

 

ST. JOHN’S CHILDREN & YOUTH MUSIC 

REHEARSAL & PERFORMANCE CALENDAR 
WINTER 2015-FEB 2016 
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Service Sundays 

This idea has come out of brainstorming at St. John’s around how we can further serve and support the Sea-

coast community we live in.  Many of us live comfortably, with the general ups and downs of life, but we 

know where our next meal is coming from, our houses shelter us from the cold, rain and snow, and our clothes 

keep us warm.  However, there are over 300 families living in poverty on the Seacoast, which equates to nearly 

700 children.  St. John’s has the ability to have an impact on these people who go to school with our kids, and 

work and live beside us. 

 

One Sunday a month we are going to go with the middle and high schoolers to put Church into action.  We will 

meet at St. John’s promptly at 9:30, and following a blessing by either Rob or Anne we will go serve our com-

munity.  We will be back by 11:30.  We need parent volunteers to join us as chaperones and drivers — please 

be in touch if you are available.  The following are the dates and times for the upcoming Service Sundays: 

 

Sunday, November 22 - we will go to Operation Blessing (this is right next to Crossroads) to help fill over 

300 Thanksgiving baskets   

 

Sunday, December 13 - we will go to the Rec Center at Wamesit Place, Greenleaf - this is part of the Ports-

mouth Housing Authority.  We will be helping to put together gifts for the Gift-Give-Away, which serves over 

300 families.  Donations of candy canes, gift wrap, tape, gift tags, stockings that will get filled (these can be 

found at the Dollar Store), and gift cards for teens (these can be from Target, Walmart, Duncan Donuts, etc. for 

$15 and up - please put these in a box and wrap them to help ensure the gift cards don’t get lost or used by 

someone other than the recipient) 

 

Cooking for Crossroads  

Our food ministry, Cooking for Crossroads, is off to a terrific start - thank you to all who have joined 

us!  December 2 is the next time we cook — I start cooking at 2:30 with middle and high schoolers coming 

to St. John’s after school, any where between 2:30-3:15.  Please join us when you can - it is great fun! 

 

 

Other Dates: 

Sunday, November 29 - the Kids Church and Youth Group make wreaths for Advent together - this is in-

stead of regular Sunday school and happens upstairs in Thaxter Hall. 

 

Sunday, December 20 - the St. John’s Christmas pageant — please join us for this all church event.  It 

takes many hands to make this happen, not just as actors in the pageant, but carrying banners, helping with the 

night sky, etc.  Either myself or Ashley can provide you with more information about how to be involved. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions and thank you for being a part of the wonderful community that 

is St. John’s, 

Lizzie 



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT 

   1 

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - Choir School 
4:30p - YOC Meeting 
6pm - Youth AA 
7p - Vestry 

2 

7a-Men’s Bk Group 
9a - Econ Shop 
12:30p - Staff Meeting 
2:30p - Cooking for 
CRH 
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 

3 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
6:30p - Women’s Book  

4 

10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group 
 

5 

7pm - AA  
 

 
 

6  8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II 
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal   
 

7 

      
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  

 
 

 8 

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
4p - YOC Meeting 

9 

9a - Econ Shop 
12:30p - Staff Meeting 
1p - Knitting  
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
6p - St. John’s Night 
 

10 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
6:30p - Women’s Book  
7pm - NA  

11 

10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group 
 

3:30p -  Salvation  
         Army cooking 

12 

 
7pm - AA 
 

13   8a   Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church 
9:30a      Youth Grp at Wamesit    
                   Place 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal   
3:30 p     L & C Rehearsal 
5:00p      Lessons & Carols 

14 

 
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  

 15 

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 

16  

7a- Men’s Bk Grp 
9a - Econ Shop 
12:30p - Staff Meeting 
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
6p - St. John’s Night 

17 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
7pm - NA  

18 

 
10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group   
 

19 

 
7:30am -  
    Pancake  
    Breakfast 
10a - Pageant 
Rehearsal 
7pm - AA  

20 8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II with Pageant 
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal  
5:00p      Blue Christmas  
 

21  

 
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  

 22  

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
 

 

 

23   

 
12:30p - Staff Meeting 
1p - Knitting  
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
 
 
 

24 OFFICE CLOSED 

 
9:30am - Healing Service 
4pm Rite II Christmas            
        Service 
7:30pm Musical  
             Prelude 
8pm - Rite II Christ-          
             mas Service 

25 

 
10am - Christmas 
Service 
3pm - Common Ta-
ble Christmas meal 

26 
 

 

 
7pm - AA  

27  8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal   
 
 

28  OFFICE CLOSED 

 
7p - FA  
 

 

 

 29 OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 
6pm - Youth AA 

30  OFFICE 

CLOSED 

31 OFFICE CLOSED 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer             
12pm - Common Table  
FIRST NIGHT 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

12/6 9:00a, Philbrick Room 

A discussion around the Gospel read-
ing for the following Sunday     

 

 

12/8 9:00a, Philbrick Room 

A discussion around the Gospel read-
ing for the following Sunday     
 

 

 

 

 

12/20  NO GOSPELL CHAT 

 
 
 
 

 

 

12/29  NO GOSPELL CHAT 

 
 

 

 

SUNDAY 

ADULT FORUM 

December 
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SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT 

   1 

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - Choir School 
4:30p - YOC Meeting 
6pm - Youth AA 
7p - Vestry 

2 

7a-Men’s Bk Group 
9a - Econ Shop 
12:30p - Staff Meeting 
2:30p - Cooking for 
CRH 
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 

3 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
6:30p - Women’s Book  

4 

10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group 
 

5 

7pm - AA  
 

 
 

6  8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II 
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal   
 

7 

      
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  

 
 

 8 

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
4p - YOC Meeting 

9 

9a - Econ Shop 
12:30p - Staff Meeting 
1p - Knitting  
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
6p - St. John’s Night 
 

10 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
6:30p - Women’s Book  
7pm - NA  

11 

10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group 
 

3:30p -  Salvation  
         Army cooking 

12 

 
7pm - AA 
 

13   8a   Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church 
9:30a      Youth Grp at Wamesit    
                   Place 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal   
3:30 p     L & C Rehearsal 
5:00p      Lessons & Carols 

14 

 
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  

 15 

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 

16  

7a- Men’s Bk Grp 
9a - Econ Shop 
12:30p - Staff Meeting 
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
6p - St. John’s Night 

17 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
7pm - NA  

18 

 
10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group   
 

19 

 
7:30am -  
    Pancake  
    Breakfast 
10a - Pageant 
Rehearsal 
7pm - AA  

20 8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II with Pageant 
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal  
5:00p      Blue Christmas  
 

21  

 
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  

 22  

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
 

 

 

23   

 
12:30p - Staff Meeting 
1p - Knitting  
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
 
 
 

24 OFFICE CLOSED 

 
9:30am - Healing Service 
4pm Rite II Christmas            
        Service 
7:30pm Musical  
             Prelude 
8pm - Rite II Christ-          
             mas Service 

25 

 
10am - Christmas 
Service 
3pm - Common Ta-
ble Christmas meal 

26 
 

 

 
7pm - AA  

27  8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal   
 
 

28  OFFICE CLOSED 

 
7p - FA  
 

 

 

 29 OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 
6pm - Youth AA 

30  OFFICE 

CLOSED 

31 OFFICE CLOSED 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer             
12pm - Common Table  
FIRST NIGHT 
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2015 Household Pledges by Dollar Amount 

$2,500-$4,999 

37 Households  
$100-$499 

46 Households  

$500-$999 

51 Households 

 
$1,000-$2,499 

93 Households  

$0-$99 

5 Households  
$5,000-$9,999 

18 Households  

$10,000+ 

7 Household 

 

 

As of 11/19/15, 

144 parishioners have donated for a total of $288,394.00.  

Thank you!! 

This year’s goal is $510,000.00. 

What is a pledge? 

A pledge is a financial commitment paid over the course of the year to provide for the continuous ministry, 

worship, music and education of St John’s. 
 

Why pledge? 

Parishioners pledges provide for the continuous ministry, worship, music and education of St John’s by 

gathering the financial resources to enable the daily work of the church and meet the worship needs of its 

members. 

 

 

“Please accept my gift that is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with 

me, and because I have enough.”  
 

Genesis 33:11 
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Legacy Giving 
 

Ensuring the continuation of the St. John’s 
mission through a planned, future gift. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the November newsletter went out, we received an email from Karen Pierce saying that she 

and George have remembered St. John’s in their will and that she thought it would be nice to be 

recognized in the Legacy Society.  How wonderful.  We asked Karen if she would be willing to pro-

vide a quote as to why this type of gift was important for them to make , and she sent the follow-

ing... 

Thank you so much, Karen, for letting us recognize your wonderfully thoughtful and generous gift, 

and sharing the feelings that lead to your decision. 

 
We are in the process of creating a framed list of all those who have remembered St. John’s in their will 

(dating back to  1756!) to be hung in the Church and in Thaxter Hall. 

Life was good, then, all of the sudden, that day, end of March, 1998, life as my family knew it all 

changed.  We found ourselves preparing to bury a 25-year old son, grandson, nephew, husband, fa-

ther of two sons under 3-years old.  A brilliant graduate in engineering, excelling in all that he ever 

could hope for to achieve.  Our nephew, a sweet man adored and loved by many, taken from us by 

Cancer.   
 

How many lives are affected every day when a loved one succumbs from this devastating dis-

ease.  How do we cope?  Where are the answers?  By God's grace, we were lead to St. John's 

Church.  Father Tim Rich and his sermons pulled us in and the parish embraced us; returned our faith 

and belief in the everlasting.  The warmth and friendships that were built over the next 17 years sus-

tained us, and we witnessed the wondrous life that existed within the ancient walls of such a glorious 

church where whomever entered would be graced with the same wonderment. 
 

St. John's is where our hearts will remain everlasting.  Our ashes will lie buried on the grounds.  Our 

truest and treasured friendships evolved within its walls.  Just to walk thru the bold, heavy doors, you 

are thrust into tradition rarely found in any other church.  Its grip will sustain you.  Thanks be to 

God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Karen Pierce, Eucharistic Minister, ECW leader, 15 year Common Table Volunteer 

George Pierce (deceased,) former Vestry member and Junior Warden  
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PARISH LIFE 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Saturday, December 19 

7:00am to 10:00am 

Thaxter Hall 
 

Kids  $3.00 

Seniors $4.00 

Adults  $5.00 

 Fruit Hats For Sale 
    For the little people in your life 

 

These hats ($20 ea) will be sold in  

Thaxter Hall after the 10:00 services  

in December 

Proceeds will help fund the Choir School at St. John’s 

Contact Chris Sieve: cbsieve@comcast.net for questions or special orders 

Au Revoir, Lory! Welcome, Michelle! 
 

It is with much mixed emotion that I say good-bye to St. John's Church. as I embark on an exciting and life-

changing adventure which is often over-shadowed by how much I have come to love working here at St. 

John's. It truly is difficult to say good-bye.  
 

Although I have been in the background most of the time, it has been a pleasure getting to know you. Thank 

you for the opportunity to help you in whatever ways I may have done so.   Much love and thank you to Rob 

and Anne - you are truly the best bosses ever! And I could not have asked for better folks to have as co-

workers - Andy, Ashley, Joanne, Lizzie and Meg. I am stronger and wiser because of you.   
 

I hope you will join me in welcoming Michelle Lamprell as I hand off my role here at St. John's. Michelle is a 

seasoned bookkeeper with many years of experience, but most importantly, I think will be a great addition to 

our staff.   
 

Peace,   Lory Pratt 

mailto:cbsieve@comcast.net
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PARISH LIFE 

Christmas Memorial Altar Flowers Chart:   
will be posted on the notice board in the narthex starting November 22

nd 
.  Place the 

peoples name “In Memory Of” on the chart and person placing the name in “Donated 

By” column, so if I have any question I know who to contact.  If you want to enter “In 

Honor Of” on the Chart please write “In Honor Of” along with the name in the “In 

Memory Of” column.  There is also the form below you can fill out and mail to Ginny Ed-

wards.  Or you can call or email the form or information to Ginny Edwards, I will see to it 

the names are put on the list.  Please make donation check out to St. John’s Altar Guild 

and mail it to Ginny Edwards, 173 Moses Gerrish Farmer Road, Eliot, ME. 03903.  Thank 

You.  Ginny Edwards 207-439-2119 or edwardsga@msn.com.  The Chart will be taken 

down on Sunday December 20
th

 and also need e-mails by Sunday December 20
th

, if you 

mail the names I need to have it by Saturday December 19
th

 so I have time to compile 

the list for the Christmas Service Programs.  Thank you.  Ginny 
 

Christmas Memorial Altar Flower 
 

In Memory Of: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
  

      

In Honor Of:    ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Donated By:   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Please made donation checks out to St. John’s Altar Guild  

and mail to Ginny Edwards 173 Farmer Road, Eliot, ME 03903 

Please note that the office will be closed 

Thursday, December 24 until January 4 
 

2015 Donations 

If you wish to have your pledge or other donations deposited and credited to calendar year 2015 we 

must receive it in the office no later than Tuesday, December 29th or collected with the Christmas 

Eve or Christmas Day offering. 

mailto:edwardsga@msn.com


 

 

PARISH LIFE 

COMMON TABLE CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER: 3pm 
 

Once again, chef, Scott Massidda and his family, have generously offered to pay and prepare a 

Christmas sit down meal at Thaxter Hall-a meal of roasted turkey, ham, vegetables and all the 

trimmings.  Scott is the owner of Michelle's Bistro. He volunteers once a month at Common  

Table.   

 

If you would like to attend, please call Joanne at 436-8283 (St. John's office) so we have a count 

of those attending.  

 

If you would like to volunteer, help is needed in the following areas:  Set up, table decorations, 

servers, homemade pie bakers and clean up. 

 

Please call Judy Roberts at 778-2357 or email to judyroberts7222@gmail.com 

The Common Cents Economy Shop 
 

The Economy Shop will be open during coffee 

hour on Dec. 6th. During this time, children are 

invited to shop for gifts for family and friends. 

Each child may fill a bag for $1. 

A Hearty Thank You for ChIPs  
 
Thank you, thank you to all those who purchased gifts or books or made cash donations for our re-
sponse to the Episcopal Church in NH's gathering for Children of Incarcerated Parents (ChIPs).  
 

At the November 7
th
 Convention, we delivered a significant number of books and gifts, and additionally, we collected 

$1,800 in donations. This money is used to purchase additional gifts that may be needed. 
 
The Gospel doesn’t work unless we work it together. Thank you for showing that we can and will do the work of the 
Gospel in this place and beyond. 
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Sunday, December 6 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

at the home of Allison and Chuck Dudas 
32 Monteith Street, Portsmouth 

 
 
 
 

Please spend no more than $20 on a gift for the yan-

kee swap and bring either something to snack on or a 

dessert to share with everyone. 

Inviting all middle and high schoolers to a 
Yankee Swap Christmas Party! 

 

Calling all Kings & Shepherds, Angels, and Friendly Beasts! 
 

 

REHEARSALS* see page 6 for full schedule.  

  

DRESS REHEARSAL is Saturday, December 19th, from 10-12. 

 

*All children in Kids Church are included in preparation for the pageant during the Sundays in Advent, so 

your children will be welcome to join the pageant as angels or sheep, even if they miss Wednesday rehearsals. 

All may, none must! 

 

YOUTH GROUP MEMBERS who are NOT interested in performing – we need your help to manage the 

night sky and banners. Without you, we can’t pull it off. Please consider joining the pageant team – you will 

only need to come for the first hour of dress rehearsal and the pageant itself. 

 

Email Ashley with any questions, or to sign your children up: ashley@stjohnsnh.org 

PARISH LIFE 
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St. John’s Vestry Members 
 

Anna Kay Vorsteg, Sr. Warden 

Kathryn Saunders, Co-Treasurer 

Kelly Boston, Co-Treasurer 

Gerry Simpkins, Jr. Warden 

Marian Ellis, Clerk 
 

Pat Baker 

Lacey Bangs 

Lee Baxter 

Randy Carey 

Marian Ellis  

Jean Lincoln 

Suzi Raeside 

Ann Schwartzwalder 

Chris Sieve 

John Tabor 
 

 

Contact the Vestry at  

vestry@stjohnhsnh.org 

The Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr. 

Rector, ext. 111 

rector@stjohnsnh.org 

 

The Rev. Anne C. Williamson 

Associate Rector, ext 125 

anne@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Margaret Harper 

Director of Music, ext 114 

music@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Ashley Wade 

Director of Children’s Music and 

Ministries, ext 116 

youthmusic@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Lizzie Bristow 

Director of Youth Ministries 

lizzie@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Michelle Lamprell 

Bookkeeper ext. 153 

finance@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Joanne Ferguson 

Office Administrator 

administrator@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Andy Ritzo 

Sexton 

sexton@stjohnsnh.org 

 

 

Priest Associates: 

     The Rev. G. Richard Siener 

     The Rev. Gail Avery 

 

 
 

 

 

                                   STAFF 

Address Service Requested  


