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No No matter where you are on your journey of faith, you are always 
welcome at St. John’s Church, and most importantly at God’s table. 

December 24, Christmas Eve Services 
 

4:00pm   Rite II Holy Eucharist with Children’s Choirs 

     *Ideal for families with children 
 

6:00pm   Rite II Festival Holy Eucharist with Parish Choir and Brass 

    *Ideal for all 
 

8:00pm   Musical Prelude 

 

8:30pm   Rite II Festival Holy Eucharist with  Parish Choir and Brass 

    *Ideal for all 

 

December 25, Christmas Day Service 
 

10:00am Rite II Holy Eucharist with Hymns 
 

3:00pm   Common Table Christmas Meal  -  Everyone Welcome! 

 

LESSONS and CAROLS 
Sunday, December 11th, 5:00pm 

Service followed by a Festive Reception  

(see pg 13) 
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Advent 
 

The Reverend Robert E. Stevens, Jr., Rector 

Rob‘s Ruminations  

 

 

At every Rite I service I have the privilege of saying 

these words.  They are a part of what are referred to 

as the “comfortable words” that are recited to the 

congregation immediately following the absolution 

of sins.  (If you attend only the 10:00am service you 

may never have heard them.)  I enjoy the study of 

liturgy, which literally means “the work of the peo-

ple” because although it can be seen as staged or 

pretentious at its core our liturgical worship is very 

practical.  These words are meant to bring comfort 

and for those who have been raised hearing them it 

is precisely what they are.  A large part of coming to 

church is that we as humans all seek comfort in 

some way.  It is a temptation to think that is the on-

ly reason to come to church.  There is a wonderful 

cliché that reminds me that comfort is only a part of 

the picture.  “The church’s mission is to comfort the 

afflicted and afflict the comfortable.”  

 

In reading these comfortable words I have discov-

ered that although comforting, they also have an 

edge, a challenge.  In order to receive comfort from 

God we must act.  Jesus’ words start (as usual) with 

an invitation.  “Come unto me.”  God loves us more 

than we can ask or imagine, but God does not hunt 

us down and make us respond to his love.  Re-

sponding to the love of God to the refreshment that 

God offers is our task.  And my friends is it not an 

easy one.   

 

This season of Advent  (FYI, Advent is the season 

prior to Christmas beginning this year on Sunday 

December 1st and ending on Christmas morning. 

P.S. The Christmas season is the 12 days after 

Christmas, but I digress.) I am going to use Jesus’ 

invitation to “Come unto me” as my daily medita-

tion and I invite you to join me.  This will be chal-

lenging because Advent is an interesting time for 

Christians, especially liturgically minded ones like 

Episcopalians.  Our faith tradition tells us to slow 

down and get ready for the coming of the Savior of 

the world, while our popular culture screams at us 

to get busy and make sure everything is just right 

for the biggest consumer event of the year.  Never 

are Christians more at tension with our culture than 

we are during Advent.  Our liturgies are penitential 

almost Lent-like (note the liturgical color for Lent 

and Advent is the same, Violet).  Yet, everywhere 

else the party has already started.  In fact, I see that 

the party never really ended from the year before.  

Our society is unwilling to rest, to fast, to prepare.  

We simply move from one party to the next without 

ever reflecting upon life.  Advent’s purpose is to en-

rich the feast that is Christmas.  Advent is the fast 

that precedes the feast.   

 

In the midst of the joy and pain, in the midst of the 

community and loneliness, in the midst of the order 

and chaos that is life, Jesus beckons us, “Come unto 

me, all ye who travail and are heavy laden and I will 

refresh you.”  Commit time this Advent to put first 

things first and answer God’s invitation to relation-

ship, to answer God’s incredibly intimate and per-

sonal invitation to “Come unto me.”   

 

Faithfully, your rector, 

 

“Come unto me, all ye who travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.” 

(Matthew 11:28) and BCP page 332 



 

 

Associate Rector‘s Reflections 
 
 

So many books... 
 

The Reverend Anne C. Williamson, Associate Rector 
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We are beginning the season of Advent, but Christmas is coming! I have suggestions for your Christmas 

list, books we will be reading together at St. John’s in the New Year.  Lizzie Bristow and I will be offering 

opportunities to gather to discuss books that tell stories of America, to hear a variety of voices speaking 

to the concerns of our times. The books we will be discussing include ‘Hillbilly Elegy’, ‘The New Jim Crow’ 

and ‘Between the World and Me’, and ‘Small Great Things’.  English professor and former St. John’s pa-

rishioner, Dr. Eden Wales Freedman, will be with us in May 2017 to lead a discussion on the issues raised 

in ‘Small Great Things’.  Who we are as Americans, and how we live into our faith as Christians will be 

part of our discussions. 
 

Dick Siener and I will be leading a group on Sunday mornings in Lent using the book ‘Being Mortal’ by 

Atul Gawande as our main text to open up conversations about living and dying well.   
 

So my top five books are: 

Being Mortal – Medicine and What Matters in the End  by Atul Gawande     

 http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20696006-being-mortal 

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

 http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25489625-between-the-world-and-me 

Hillbilly Elegy – A Memoir of A Family and Culture in Crisis by  J D Vance  

 http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/27161156-hillbilly-elegy 

Small Great Things by Jodi Piccoult 

 http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28587957-small-great-things 

The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander 

 http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6792458-the-new-jim-crow 
 

My next five: 

America's Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege, and the Bridge to a New America by Jim Wallis 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/26568651-america-s-original-sin 

Just Mercy – A story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20342617-just-mercy 

The Unwinding: An Inner History of the New America by George Packer 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17139513-the-unwinding 

The Warmth of Other Suns – The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration by Isabel Wilkerson 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8171378-the-warmth-of-other-suns 

When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25899336-when-breath-becomes-air 

And of course there is ‘Becoming Wise: An Inquiry into the Mystery and Art of Living’  by Krista Tippett, 

the host of  my favorite NPR program ‘On Being’, often mentioned in sermons and at bible studies! Krista 

Tippett will be at the Music Hall in March speaking about the book. http://www.goodreads.com/book/

show/25894085-becoming-wise  there is a book you have read recently that you would like to discuss, 

please let me know.  I  look forward to our shared conversations in the year to come. 
 

Advent Blessings    Anne 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/26568651-america-s-original-sin
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17139513-the-unwinding
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25899336-when-breath-becomes-air
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The history of Lessons and Carols services dates back to 1880.  Edward Benson, then serving as the 

Bishop of Truro, created the service as a mechanism to keep townsfolk out of pubs on Christmas Eve.  

Nine carols and nine lessons from Scripture were placed in alternation with one another.  Today, the 

basic structure of the service is the same as it was in 1880.  It tells a story that is comprehensible to 

people from all walks of life – Bishops and pub-dwellers alike. 
 

“What is this tale that we’re telling?”  is a question one might pose.  The story woven by these les-

sons is more complex than a tale of cute animals and a manger.  In fact, the birth of Jesus isn’t even 

mentioned until halfway through the service.  Instead, the first reading tells the story of Adam and 

Eve’s fall and the accompanying curses borne by all of humanity.  The narrative follows through 

God’s promise of blessing to Abraham, and later to all His people through the voice of Isaiah the 

prophet.  The first mention of the birth of Christ marks the halfway point of the service, in the fifth 

lesson.  After various vignettes of Christ’s birth and childhood are explored, the service ends with the 

opening of the Gospel of John.   
 

This story is not simply a nativity scene. Rather, it is a tale that shows how God’s love for humanity 

throughout history can re-define everything we know.  Examining the beginning and end of the ser-

vice provides us with an unexpected juxtaposition. 
 

Where one would typically expect a story to begin in an open-ended manner and end conclusively, 

this one does the opposite.  The service opens with definitive statements about the future of human-

ity.  “In toil you shall eat of [the ground] all the days of your life (Genesis 3:17)”  “You are of dust, and 

to dust you shall return (Genesis 3:19).”  These statements are closed.  They are conclusive in nature.  

In John, however, we are given a picture of eternity and possibility.  “The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it (John 1:5).”  The light continues to shine.  The end of this story 

is no end at all, but a picture of a promising future.   
 

Through the Service of Lessons and Carols, we are reminded that God’s love for us turns endings in-

to beginnings.  Suffering is transformed into thriving life.  Darkness is turned into light.   
 

Please join us for a Service of Lessons and Carols at St. John’s on Sunday, December 11
th

 at 5:00 P.M.  

Music will be presented by the Parish Choir, the Choir School at St. John’s, and trumpeter Dr. Robert 

Stibler.  Bring friends, neighbors, and colleagues for an evening of beautiful music and a richly wo-

ven story of love.  A festive reception will take place in Thaxter Hall following the service. 
  

For now, I will leave you with the text of the final anthem for Lessons & Carols.  This is a setting of 

one of the seven “O Antiphons” that are to be used in the final seven days of Advent and each ad-

dress Christ by a different name.  This text’s affinity with the first chapter of John, quoted above, is 

profound. 
 

“O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: 

Come, shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.” 

Music Notes 
  Story That Tells Itself Backwards 
  
 

   

    Margaret Harper, Director of Music 
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WREATH MAKING EVENT 

Wednesday, November 30th, 5:30-7PM. 
Family event & potluck! 

Advent wreaths, and other seasonal crafts! 

$10 per family. 

 

 

Looking for a more holistic experience? Join Wednesday rehearsals! 

 

3:30 CHERUBS - PreK thru age 8 

 

4:30 JUNIORS - age 9 and up! 
 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Saturday, December 24th, Family Service, 4PM. 
Youth choirs sing & all ages-friendly sermon. 

Arrive early for seating - this is a well-attended service! 

 

 

CHILDREN & YOUTH SCHEDULING UPDATES 
NO KIDS CHURCH OR YOUTH GROUPS December 25 or January 1.  

Normal schedule resumes on Sunday, January 8. 

CHILDREN’S MUSIC & MINISTRIES  

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

 

Sunday, December 18th,  

during the 10AM service. 

 
All children are welcome to join the pageant. 

Angels and sheep and BABY JESUS needed! 

Youth banner & night sky carriers needed! 

Saturday, December 17th, 10am-12pm, dress 

rehearsal. 
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STEWARDSHIP 

As of 11/28/16, 

194 parishioners have donated  

for a total of $378,049.00.  

Thank you!! 

This year’s goal is $510,000.00. 
 

We need $131,951.00 to meet our goal. 

We’re counting on you! 

Parishioner’s pledges provide for the continuous ministry, 

worship, music and education of St John’s by gathering the  

financial resources to enable the daily work of the church. 

and meet the worship needs of its members. 

The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree.   
He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.   

Those who are planted in the house of the LORD  
shall flourish in the courts of our God. 

Psalm 92:12-13  

Call or email the office, pledge at www.stjohnsnh.org, or add 

a pledge card to the offering basket on Sunday. 

St. John’s is flourishing! 
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STEWARDSHIP 

Legacy Giving 
 

Ensuring the continuation of the 
St. John’s mission through a  

planned, future gift. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parishioners who have remembered St. John’s in their Will. 

 George and Karen Pierce 

 Gerry Simpkins and Kathi Hardy 

 Gillian Aguilar 

 Christina Lusky 

Duncan and Suzi Raeside 

Kathryn Mulhearn 

Brad Lown and Chris Sieve 

John and Joan Rice 

Janice Gallinger 

4 Anonymous 

Remembering St. John's in your will ensures that the mission you have so faithfully 

supported will continue into the future.   
 

We have four names to add to our Legacy Society.  Thank you for your gifts! 
 

 Clinton Miller 

 Laurie Chandler 

 Ruth Gray 

 Margaret Sofio 
 

Margaret included “I have received so much from St. John's: a place of beauty for wor-

ship and connections with so many people of good will who do so much to help oth-

ers. We are able to amplify each other's good works and share each other's burdens 

and joys. “ 

If you have remembered St. John’s in your will and  

would like to be recognized in our Legacy Society,  

please let us know. 



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT  

        
    1 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table 
2:30p - Choir School 
6:30p - Women’s Book Gr 

2 

10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group 
 
 

3 

 
7pm - AA  

 

4      

 8a     Rite I 
8:30a      Parish Choir 
8:30a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
 

5 

 
7p - FA  

6 

 
10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
5pm - YOC Board Meeting 
7p - Vestry Meeting 
 
 

7 7a- Men’s Bk Grp 

9a - Econ Shop 
10:30a - BibleWorkBench 
12:00p - Staff Meeting 
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
6p -Choir Snacks/Score Study 
7p - Choir Rehearsal 
7p - St. John’s Night 
7p - Choir Rehearsal 

8 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
7pm - NA  

9 

 
10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group   
3:30p -  Salvation  
         Army cooking 

10 

 
7pm - AA  

 

11 8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
8:30a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
3:30p      Choir Rehearsal 
5p           Lessons and Carols 
6p           Festive Reception 

12 

 
7p - FA  

13  

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - NO Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 

 

 

14  

9a - Econ Shop 
10:30a - BibleWorkBench 
12:00p - Staff Meeting 
1p - Knitting  
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
7p - St. John’s Night 

15 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - NO Choir School 
6:30p - Women’s Book Gr 
7pm - NA  

16 

 
10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group   
 

17 
 
10am - Pageant  
Rehearsal 

 
7pm - AA  

 

18 8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
8:30a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Christmas Pageant 
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
5:30p      Celtic Evening Service 
 
 

19 

 
7p - FA  
 

 

 

20 

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - NO Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
6:30p - Choir School Board 

21  7a- Men’s Bk Grp 

9a - Econ Shop 
10:30a - BibleWorkBench 
12:00p - Staff Meeting 
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
7p - St. John’s Night 

22 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - NO Choir School 
7pm - NA  

23 
 

10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group   

24 CHRISTMAS 

EVE 
 
4p - Rite II with Children’s 
Choir 
6pm - Rite II with Parish 
Choir and Brass 
8p - Musical Prelude 
8:30p - Rite II with Parish 
Choir and Brass 

 

25     CHRISTMAS DAY 

 
10:00a    Rite II  
 3:00p     Common Table Christmas Meal 

26   OFFICE CLOSED 

 
7p - FA 
 

27  OFFICE CLOSED 

 
10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
6pm - Youth AA 

28 OFFICE CLOSED 29 OFFICE CLOSED 

 
9:30am - Healing Service 

30 31 

 
First Night 

 

December 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT  
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12pm - Common Table 
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3 

 
7pm - AA  

 

4      
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7p - FA  

6 

 
10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
5pm - YOC Board Meeting 
7p - Vestry Meeting 
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3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
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7p - Choir Rehearsal 

8 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
7pm - NA  
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Book Group   
3:30p -  Salvation  
         Army cooking 

10 

 
7pm - AA  
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8:30a      Parish Choir 
8:30a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
3:30p      Choir Rehearsal 
5p           Lessons and Carols 
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12 

 
7p - FA  

13  

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - NO Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 

 

 

14  

9a - Econ Shop 
10:30a - BibleWorkBench 
12:00p - Staff Meeting 
1p - Knitting  
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
7p - St. John’s Night 

15 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - NO Choir School 
6:30p - Women’s Book Gr 
7pm - NA  

16 

 
10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group   
 

17 
 
10am - Pageant  
Rehearsal 

 
7pm - AA  

 

18 8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
8:30a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Christmas Pageant 
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
5:30p      Celtic Evening Service 
 
 

19 

 
7p - FA  
 

 

 

20 

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - NO Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
6:30p - Choir School Board 

21  7a- Men’s Bk Grp 

9a - Econ Shop 
10:30a - BibleWorkBench 
12:00p - Staff Meeting 
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
7p - St. John’s Night 

22 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - NO Choir School 
7pm - NA  

23 
 

10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group   

24 CHRISTMAS 

EVE 
 
4p - Rite II with Children’s 
Choir 
6pm - Rite II with Parish 
Choir and Brass 
8p - Musical Prelude 
8:30p - Rite II with Parish 
Choir and Brass 

 

25     CHRISTMAS DAY 

 
10:00a    Rite II  
 3:00p     Common Table Christmas Meal 

26   OFFICE CLOSED 

 
7p - FA 
 

27  OFFICE CLOSED 

 
10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
6pm - Youth AA 

28 OFFICE CLOSED 29 OFFICE CLOSED 

 
9:30am - Healing Service 

30 31 

 
First Night 

 



 

 

PREPARING FOR THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
Dear St. John’s parishioner, 

In 2010, we sought input from everyone in our church community in study circles. As a result of 

those study circles new ideas and directions for our church were identified and implemented.  

Your vestry and clergy think it is time to reach out again to see how we are doing on the changes 

recommended five years ago, and what new ideas we should pursue. We’re also looking at our phys-

ical building needs and a possible fund-raising campaign around them.  Such long range thinking 

would require input from everyone in the church, especially about all the missions we want our 

church to accomplish “on the hill.” 

We’re calling December and January a “time of discernment”.   At the end of January, we will invite 

all parishioners to participate in a small group gathering to talk about our future together at St. 

John’s. It would be no more than 90 minutes of your time, and many of your friends in the congre-

gation will be hosting and leading the discussions. It’s an “informal formal process,” and a chance to 

listen to hear and be heard. 

So much has happened since 2010! We identified the need to change service times (DONE!), create a 

welcoming process for newcomers (DONE!), repair the leaky roof (DONE!), improve our church 

school and choir rehearsal space (DONE!), strengthen our youth programs,  and more. We also hired 

a professional to review our buildings, leading to much needed repairs to our parking lot and walls.  

But we need your input on what we think God is calling us to do in the future – and how we prepare 

and plan for that.  As our church has grown and changed, have we as a church matured in our wis-

dom and ability to support new programs? How can we be more accessible to all? What should we 

do in and with the community around us? These are all questions we can’t wait to talk about, and 

encourage you all to start thinking about! 

You’ll hear more in the days to come!      Your vestry 

Please note that the office will be closed 

Thursday, December 22 until Monday January 2 
 

2016 Donations 

If you wish to have your pledge or other donations deposited and credited to calendar year 20156 

we must receive it in the office no later than Tuesday, December 2th or collected with the Christmas 

Eve or Christmas Day offering. 



 

 

PARISH LIFE 

Food and Volunteers Needed! 

Help host the following 

SUNDAY evening, December 11 

Many dishes make happy party-goers! Many hands make light work!  

Be part of making this celebration a great St. John’s Holiday Party! 

 

Food contributions: Cookies and other ‘hand-friendly’ sweets, Cheese and crackers, Hors d’oeuvres 

hot or cold, or any other finger food 

Work contributions: 

Prep/Setup: 4:00 – 5:00 PM Prepare/set up food and drinks before the Lessons & Carols service. 

Cook/Serve: 5:45 – 7:30 PM Heat and/or serve passed hors d’oeuvres and sweets. All – including 

youth volunteers – are needed for all (or part of) the party! Munching and visiting while passing is 

encouraged. 

Serve Wine: 6:00-7:30 PM (half-hour time slots) – Sip and chat, enjoy the party while you pour.  

Cleanup: ~7:30 – 8:30 PM Self-explanatory…with good company! 

Please sign up at Coffee Hour or email Ashley Weir at aweirnc@gmail.com.  

mailto:aweirnc@gmail.com
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COMMON TABLE CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER: 3pm 
 

If you would like to attend, please call Joanne at 436-

8283 (St. John's office) so we have a count of those 

attending.  

 

If you would like to volunteer, help is needed in the 

following areas:  Set up, table decorations, servers, 

homemade pie bakers and clean up. 

Christmas Memorial Altar Flowers Chart:   
will be posted on the notice board in the narthex starting November 22

nd 
.  Place the 

peoples name “In Memory Of” on the chart and person placing the name in “Donated 

By” column, so if I have any question I know who to contact.  If you want to enter “In 

Honor Of” on the Chart please write “In Honor Of” along with the name in the “In 

Memory Of” column.  There is also the form below you can fill out and mail to Ginny Ed-

wards.  Or you can call or email the form or information to Ginny Edwards, I will see to it 

the names are put on the list.  Please make donation check out to St. John’s Altar Guild 

and mail it to Ginny Edwards, 173 Moses Gerrish Farmer Road, Eliot, ME. 03903.  Thank 

You.  Ginny Edwards 207-439-2119 or edwardsga@msn.com.  The Chart will be taken 

down on Sunday December 18
th

 and also need e-mails by Sunday December 18
th

, if you 

mail the names I need to have it by Saturday December 17
th

 so I have time to compile 

the list for the Christmas Service Programs.  Thank you.  Ginny 
 

Christmas Memorial Altar Flower 
 

In Memory Of: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
  

      

In Honor Of:    ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Donated By:   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Please made donation checks out to St. John’s Altar Guild  

and mail to Ginny Edwards 173 Farmer Road, Eliot, ME 03903 

mailto:edwardsga@msn.com
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Our service for Blue Christmas is a time when we can, with others, acknowledge the “blue” feelings 

we have at Christmas time, the reasons for them, and offer them to God.  
 

Some of us may be experiencing a sense of loss: loss of a job, loss of health, loss of a relationship. 
 

It is not accidental that this service coincides with the winter solstice – the shortest day and the 

longest night of the year.  
 

In this service of prayer, candlelight, and quiet music, we gather with neighbors and strangers, 

a family made one by our brokenness. 
 

We come seeking comfort that we are not alone, we come with our hearts full of hope and we invite 

our great sign of hope, Emmanuel, God-with-us, to break through the darkness of our lives. 

Ditty Bags for Seafarers 
 

 

Here on the NH Seacoast, we are reminded of the world that 
comes to us by sea. Since 1856, The Mission to Seafarers has cared 
for seafarers in desperate need around the world. The Mission to 

Seafarers cares for all seafarers, regardless of rank, gender, nationality or faith.  
  
Each Episcopal community on the Seacoast is collecting items for “Ditty Bags”. A 
Ditty Bag is a small care package of items that may be needed and useful during a 
voyage at sea.  
 

St John’s members are asked to contribute tee shirts (small or medium sizes please 
as many seafarers are small in stature) and wool knit caps. They may be new or 
used, but in clearly like-new condition. Shirts need not be plain white, so if you 
have a new or nearly new promotional tee shirt, with a logo on it, that is also ac-
ceptable. 
 

Please leave your donations at the historic font by Sunday, December 4. 
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WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP 
The Thursday evening Women’s Spiritual Book group is reading Watch For The 

Light through the end of 2016. Please join us in the Philbrick room to discuss 

these advent stories on Decmeber 1 and December 15 at 6:30pm. 

 

Ecumenical in scope, these fifty devotions invite the reader to contemplate 

the great themes of Christmas and the significance that the coming of Jesus 

has for each of us – not only during Advent, but every day. Whether dipped 

into at leisure or used on a daily basis, Watch for the Light gives the phrase 

“holiday preparations” new depth and meaning. 

Wednesday evenings in Advent 

beginning November 30 from 7:00 – 8:30 

Walking through Advent by Jan Sutch Pickard 

‘Walk humbly with God …’ Advent is a time of wonder and waiting – but that’s 

not a passive thing. We need to walk into Advent with our eyes open. Join us 

on a cheerful, thoughtful, justice-seeking journey towards Bethlehem, a jour-

ney day by day through Advent. Jan Sutch Pickard is a former Warden of Iona 

Abbey. 

For more information about any of our formation offerings contact Charlie Nichols 

(ack4me@comcast.net) or Anne Williamson. 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

To add a name to the daily Prayer Chain list,  
contact susanmennel@gmail.com or call 603-430-2830.  

I would like to share with the parish a reflection upon the wonderful experience that was had at Wednesday evening Bible 

study this Fall.  Each week we met with Anne Williamson to read and discuss the gospel reading for the following Sun-

day.  Charlie Nichols and Christine Niles did an excellent job of finding  poetry which encompassed and extended the 

theme of the gospel. The poems were beautiful and challenging to interpret and led to some interesting discussions.   

  

At a time when the level of discourse in this country seems to have sunk to an all time low, I always count on Wednesday 

evening for interesting and uplifting conversation.  I hope that more members of the parish will join us for the Advent se-

ries which will begin on November 30.  Here we will reflect upon the readings in the booklet entitled "Walking through 

Advent" by Jan Sutch Pickard.  Wednesday evenings at 7 is an opportunity not to be missed.    Rosemary Loffredo 

mailto:ack4me@comcast.net
mailto:susanmennel@gmail.com
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Holiday 

Giving 
 

This year St. John’s is part-

nering with Little Harbor 

School to provide families in 

need help for the holidays.  

Gift cards in any denomina-

tion from WalMart, for food 

and gas are most appreciated.  

You can either drop cards off 

in the office, or under the 

tree in Thaxter Hall. 

 

Thank you!! 
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St. John’s Vestry Members 
 

John Tabor, Sr. Warden 

Kelly Boston, Treasurer 

Gerry Simpkins, Jr. Warden 

Marian Ellis, Clerk 
 

Lacey Bangs 

Lee Baxter 

Marian Ellis  
Doug Greene 
Carol Gruen 

Jean Lincoln 

Meg Moran 

Suzi Raeside 

Chris Sieve 
 

 

 

Contact the Vestry at  

vestry@stjohnhsnh.org 

The Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr. 

Rector, ext. 111 

rector@stjohnsnh.org 

 

The Rev. Anne C. Williamson 

Associate Rector, ext 125 

anne@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Margaret Harper 

Director of Music, ext 114 

music@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Ashley Wade 

Director of Children’s Music and 

Ministries 

ashley@stjohnsnh.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Joanne Ferguson 

Office Administrator 

administrator@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Michelle Lamprelle 

Financial Administrator, ext 153 

finance@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Ramona Ramsdell 

Events Coordinator 

rental@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Priest Associates: 

     The Rev. G. Richard Siener 

     The Rev. Gail Avery 
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