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No No matter where you are on your journey of faith, you are always 
welcome at St. John’s Church, and most importantly at God’s table. 

 

 

February 10, 2016 
 

Two Ash Wednesday Services 
 

 Noon  
 6:00 PM 
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Lent 101: A mini-Catechism 
 

The Reverend Robert E. Stevens, Jr., Rector 

Rob‘s Ruminations 
 

The following article was authored by my mentor and friend, The Rev. Dr. Harold T. Lewis, rector of Calvary 

Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh, PA.  It is the most clear and helpful descriptions of Lent that I have ever 

read.  I am thrilled to share this with St. John’s and trust we will find it helpful as we enter our Lenten jour-

ney. 

 

What is Lent? 

Lent is the 40 weekdays between Ash Wednesday and Holy Saturday, a season of fasting and penitence in 

preparation for Easter. 

 

Where does the word “Lent” come from? 

“Lent has its roots in an Old English word for “spring.” Some have suggested that it comes from the Latin 

word for “slow,” because we should move at a reduced pace during Lent, but this is doubtful. “Cuaresma” 

and “Carême,” the Spanish 

and French words for “Lent,” respectively, mean a forty-day period. 

 

Only weekdays? Are Lenten Sundays not part of Lent? 

Strictly speaking, no, since every Sunday is a celebration of the Resurrection, and cannot be considered a 

day of penitence. This is why Lenten Sundays are called Sundays in Lent, and not Sundays of Lent. 

 

Why do we need Lent? 

I like to describe Lent as a yearly spiritual stock-taking. Another way of looking at it is stepping back from 

the canvas of our life so that we can better understand what is needed to enhance it. The theologian Mar-

cus Borg describes Lent in 

this way: “The Lenten journey, with is climax in Holy Week and Good Friday and Easter, is about participat-

ing in the death and resurrection of Jesus. This means 

dying to an old identity and being born into a new identity centered in the Spirit of God. It means dying to 

an old way of being, and being born into a new way of being, a way of being centered once again in God.” 

 

What is the meaning and purpose of Ash Wednesday? 

The Reverend Margaret Jones put it this way: “Ash Wednesday is a wake-up call. We hear Scripture read-

ings that are urgent and vivid. We have black ashes rubbed into our foreheads. We recite a Litany of Peni-

tence that takes our breath away, or should. On Ash Wednesday we come to church to kneel, to pray, and 

to ask God’s forgiveness, surrounded by other sinners. Human sin is universal. Ash Wednesday is set aside 

by the church as a time to address sin and death. We do this mindful that ‘God hates nothing God has 

made and forgives the sins of all who are penitent.’” Being signed with the sign of the Cross on our fore-

heads with ashes reminds us of being “sealed with the sign of the Cross” at our baptism, as well as the fact 

that ashes in the form of a cross are placed on our coffins in death. 



 

 

Why ashes? 

Ashes are a sign of mourning and penitence. In the Bible, the putting on of sackcloth (also known as 

a hairshirt) and ashes was an outward and visible sign of deep contrition, e.g., Mordecai in the Book 

of Esther (4:1). Jesus makes mention of the practice in Luke 10:13. 

 

Where do the ashes come from? 

Ashes are made by burning palms used on the previous Palm Sunday.  

 

Why is the day before the beginning of Lent called “Shrove Tuesday” and why do we eat pan-

cakes on that day? 

“Shrove” is a form of the verb “shrive” which means to forgive. It refers to the ancient practice of go-

ing to confession, or being “shriven,” as part of one’s spiritual preparation for Lent. There are several 

references to being shriven in Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, e.g., Romeo’s speech to the Nurse: 

“Bid her get leave tomorrow morning/To come to shrift in Friar Laurence’s cell.” (The term “short 

shrift,” i.e., to give someone only perfunctory consideration, literally means a brief confession, refer-

ring to the practice of giving a condemned prisoner a short time to make his confession en route to 

the gallows.) In days when a strict Lenten fast was observed, eating anything made with flour was 

forbidden. For that reason, and to prevent the flour from going bad, cooks whipped up stacks of 

pancakes to be consumed before Ash Wednesday. 

 

What is Holy Week? 

Holy Week is the last and most solemn week of Lent, from Palm Sunday, the commemoration of Je-

sus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, through Holy Saturday. The end of Holy Week, including Maun-

dy Thursday, the day on which we commemorate the institution of the Lord’s Supper; Good Friday, 

the Day of the Crucifixion, through Holy Saturday, is known as the Triduum Sanctum (The Three Holy 

Days). 

 

What is Easter Even and why do we have baptisms on that day? 

“Even” is an ancient form of the word “Eve.” Major feasts of the Church always begin on the eve of 

the occurrence.We have baptisms on that night, because in the ancient church, that was virtually the 

only time that baptisms were administered, emphasizing the fact that we are baptized into Christ’s 

Death so that we may share in his Resurrection. Ancient fonts were tall and intentionally tomb-like 

so that adults (infant baptism was rare) could be immersed in them while at the same time symboliz-

ing their baptism into Christ’s death. Those baptized were called “candidates,” meaning “clothed in 

white,” recalling that a white garment was given after the baptism, which was done au naturel. 

 

Continued on page 4 

Lent 101: A mini-Catechism continued 



 

 

Why do we “give up” things for Lent? 

Forgoing something enjoyable --- desserts, evening cocktail, even FaceBook, (one year, I gave up 

Whole Foods!) is a time-honored way to observe Lent. Giving up something pleasurable, however, is 

not meant to be self-punishing. Rather, it helps us focus on the things that really matter. I came 

across a rather unusual list of things we might consider giving up: complaining, replacing it with 

gratitude; harsh judgments, thinking kindly thoughts instead; bitterness, learning to forgive instead; 

gossiping, learning to control our tongue. Let me suggest that “taking on” can be just as significant, 

and maybe more of a sacrifice than giving up. Why not consider attending one worship service in 

addition to Sunday? There are five celebrations of the Holy Eucharist at Calvary during the week, 

and, of course, there is the Lenten Preaching Series. (While we do not have 5 weekday services at St. 

John’s we do have our Thursday morning Eucharist at 9:30am) Commit yourselves to daily Bible 

study and meditation. We’ve made it simple for you. Just read the meditations in Calvary’s Lenten 

booklet and the Bible lessons on which they are based. Or take on an act of mercy by mending a re-

lationship or visiting the sick or volunteering in some community agency. By God’s grace, we hope 

that during these forty days and forty nights, you will embark on a Lenten pilgrimage that will be 

good for your soul’s health.  

Lent 101: A mini-Catechism continued 

INQUIRERS CLASS 
 

Wednesday evenings Feb 17—March 16
th

 at 6pm  

 

This is a chance for any and all to come to learn and discuss our faith.  Rob will facilitate this class.  

We will share a meal at 6pm and then meet from 6:30 to 8pm. 

 

This is for anyone wondering just what exactly is an Episcopalian, and for those who want to learn 

about how to put their faith into practice.  This is for newcomers to the church as well as people 

who have been life-long members.  If you are looking for a way to enhance your spiritual life this 

Lent…this is for you!   

 

This is not a book-group but a text that will be used and consulted is The Heart of Christianity by 

Marcus Borg.   

 

Please do not hestitate to contact Rob at rector@stjohnsnh.org with any questions. 
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Associate Rector‘s Reflections 
 

 

Listen for a Change 
 

The Reverend Anne C. Williamson, Associate Rector 
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Is listening so difficult? If it is, why is it so diffi-

cult? God created us with two ears and one 

mouth…an indication of the godly proportion of 

listening to speaking perhaps? That is the impli-

cation in the title ‘Listen for a Change’ of the Trin-

ity Institute 2016, a call to engage first in holy lis-

tening followed by ‘life-giving’ conversation, but 

also a call to be willing to be changed, to be 

transformed in the very act of listening. 

 

St. John’s, for the first time, was a partner site for 

this annual theological conference, in its 45
th

 

year. Why did TI2016 take up this topic?  Here is 

what they had to say: 

 

TI2016 recognizes that many of us avoid conversa-

tions about race because they’re difficult, uncom-

fortable, or could risk being perceived as preju-

diced. The conversations in TI2016 will be learning 

opportunities: chances to talk skillfully in theologi-

cal reflection groups about charged issues with 

people who might have differing perspectives, with 

less apprehension. These life-giving conversations 

will teach us more about the racial issues of our 

time, including structural racism, mass incarcera-

tion, and policy change. 

 

I am so grateful for the learning opportunities 

this year’s conference afforded me.  To gather 

with others from St. John’s, and further afield, 

from varied backgrounds and experiences, was a 

great sequel to the White Privilege and Racism 

book group offered at St. John’s last fall. There 

were many powerful moments during TI2016 and 

I was particularly moved by our Presiding Bishop 

Michael Curry’s sermon* at the opening Eucharist 

but the most powerful part of the weekend’s of-

ferings for me was a documentary we watched on 

Friday evening, I’m not racist…am I?  This film fol-

lowed a group of teenagers from New York City 

who came together for one school year to talk 

about race and privilege in a series of workshops 

and in conversations with friends and family 

members.  

 

They were an amazing group of young people, 

from a variety of backgrounds, seeking to recog-

nize and ‘interrupt’ racism in their own lives, and 

by sharing their collective story, helping others to 

do the same.  I hope that we might be able to 

show the film at St. John’s as one of the ways to 

participate in holy listening and life-giving con-

versations. 

 

As another way to continue the conversation, 

during Lent we are offering a ChurchNext course 

presented by Bishop Curry called Spirituality and 

Racial Equality – Holy Tuesday at 7pm in the Phil-

brick Room. 

 

When asked: As you look at the question of race, 

what would be your hope?’ Bishop Curry re-

sponded: ‘My deepest hope is that by our courage 

and by facing painful pasts, even painful presents, 

the grace of Almighty God can give us the cour-

age, like the old spiritual says, to ‘rise up, shep-

herd, and follow’. If we in the Episcopal Church 

find the courage to rise up and follow, others will 

join us in that work. If more of us engage in it, we 

can actually turn this tired old world upside down, 

which is really right side up. That’s my deepest 

hope and fondest dream.’ 
 

Amen and Amen. Anne 
 

available online: www.trinitywallstreet.org/video/

trinity-institute-bishop-curry-sermon  

http://www.trinitywallstreet.org/video/trinity-institute-bishop-curry-sermon
http://www.trinitywallstreet.org/video/trinity-institute-bishop-curry-sermon
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 Children and Youth Programs 
Ashley Wade, Director of Children’s Music and Ministries 

Elizabeth Bristow, Director of Youth Ministries 

 As we hope the members of our parish body have personally witnessed, 2015 was a fantastic and very full 

year in the life of the youth program at St. John’s. Here’s a glimpse at the year by the numbers: 

• 198 youth and their families were enrolled in our various programs including Sunday morning 

“Kids’ Church,” youth groups, youth choirs, and one-time events. 

• Over 20 regular adult volunteers in addition to St. John’s staff who support our youth programs 

• 35 youth were involved in our annual Christmas Pageant 

• 20 young actors, singers, and stage technicians were a part of Seussical Jr., our winter musical 

• 14 youth attended a fall retreat to Merrowvista  

  12 youth went through the Rite 13 ceremony in the spring 

  Youth engaged in Cooking for Crossroads and Service Sundays monthly 

 

Elizabeth (Lizzie) Bristow focused on the programming for youth in grades 6 through 12, including Sun-

day morning programming, retreats and missions, Rite 13, and other youth group events. This fall the 

youth program took a hard turn toward serving the community, or “being the church.” Once a month 

youth are engaged through Cooking for Crossroads and Service Sundays, both of which have been well 

attended, exceeding expectations. 

Kids Church (preK through 5
th

 grade) continues to utilize Weaving God’s Promises, a comprehensive cur-

riculum that has been well received by students and leaders alike. We continue to incorporate the telling 

of stories from a Montessori-based curriculum, Godly Play. The stories enrich the children’s experience of 

the lessons covered in Kids Church and through a series of questions and reflections, encourage children 

to wonder about the stories and characters presented to them. We are very encouraged to witness a 

greater level of connection to the material with this two-fold curriculum planning. 

We (staff and volunteers) continue to focus on drawing out the inherent good within each of the young 

students, rather than “filling them up” with lessons and rules. The flexibility of everyone working within 

the Kids Church program is an incredible gift. Our hope is to provide a safe and loving environment for 

every child who comes through our doors. 

Our youth musical Seussical was unbelievably fun to put together, and we all had a blast bringing a cast 

of imaginative characters to life. We continue to offer three children & youth choirs – Cherub Choir, Jun-

ior Choir, and the St. J’s Singers. Singers currently range in age from 5 years old to 17 years old.  

As we look to the future, we hope to cultivate more opportunities for children and youth to deepen their 

connection with the St. John’s community. As a staff, we are committed to working together to recognize 

these opportunities and to adapt our programs so they will better reflect the character and strength of 

our children and youth, providing a safe, engaging, and meaningful spiritual experience. 

 



 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
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As of 1/25/16, 

250 parishioners have donated for a total of $479,154.00.  

Thank you!! 
This year’s goal is $510,000.00. 

 

“Please accept my gift that is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with 

me, and because I have enough.”  
 

Genesis 33:11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We still need your pledge to help balance our 2016 budget! 

Legacy Giving 
 

Ensuring the continuation of the St. John’s 
mission through a planned, future gift. 

 

If you are interested in remembering St. John’s in your will, you can discuss a gift 

with your lawyer, financial advisor or life insurance company.   

 

To see the full list of those whose Estate Gifts have already come to St. John’s and 

those who have remembered St. John’s in their will, go to the St. John’s website at 

www.stjohnsnh.org and click on Give and then Legacy Society. 
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Lenten Offerings 2016 
 

Growing a Rule of Life – Society of St. John the Evangelist Lenten pro-

gram 
Sunday mornings from February 14:  9am-9:45am  

Evenings from February 12: 6pm potluck followed by program: 

Friday, Feb 12 – hosts:       Anne & Michael Williamson (New Castle) 

Friday, Feb 19 – hosts:       Christine Niles & Charlie Nichols (Newburyport) 

Thursday Feb 25 – hosts:   Neely & Rick Barnhardt (Portsmouth) 

Friday Mar 4 – hosts:         Neely & Rick Barnhardt  

Thursday Mar 10 – hosts:   Anne & Michael Williamson 

Friday Mar 18 -  hosts:       Christine Niles & Charlie Nichols 

 

This program is also available by email to follow individually. For more information and to download 

the materials for the program go to: www.ssje.org/growrule  Materials also available from Anne Wil-

liamson. 

 

Inquirers’ Class: Wednesday evenings from February 10 at 6pm – join the St. John‘s Night 

group for a soup dinner then meet with Rob Stevens.  

 

Forgiveness and Reconciliation: Half Day retreat with Robert Jonas at St. 

John’s – Saturday March 19 

 

Listen for a Change: Sacred Conversations about Racial Justice: A one 

evening online course offered by the Trinity Institute and ChurchNext on Spirituality and Racial 

Equality presented by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry. Tuesday, March 22 in the Philbrick Room at 

7pm (following the Holy Tuesday Eucharist)  

 

BibleWorkbench (Tuesdays 10:30am-12pm) and St. John’s Night (Wednesdays 6:00pm-

8:00pm) continue throughout Lent 

 

All Welcome! 
 

To sign up for any of the programs please contact Joanne Ferguson in the Church Office: 603-436-

8283 or administrator@stjohnsnh.org 

http://www.ssje.org/growrule
mailto:administrator@stjohnsnh.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2/7 9:00a, Thaxter Hall 

Meeting Room 

A discussion around the Gospel read-
ing for the following Sunday     

 

 

2/14 9:00a, Philbrick Room 

A discussion around the Gospel read-
ing for the following Sunday     

SSJE Lenten Program -  

Growing a Rule of Life 

 
 

2/21 9:00a, Philbrick Room 

A discussion around the Gospel read-
ing for the following Sunday     

SSJE Lenten Program -  

Growing a Rule of Life 
 
 
 

2/28 9:00a, Philbrick Room 

A discussion around the Gospel read-
ing for the following Sunday     

SSJE Lenten Program -  

Growing a Rule of Life 

SUNDAY 

ADULT FORUM 

February 
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SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT 

 1 

 
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  

 2 

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
4p - YOC Meeting 

3 

7a- Men’s Bk Grp 
9a - Econ Shop 
12:30p - Staff Meeting 
2p - Youth Group 
Cooking for Crossroad 
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
6p - St. John’s Night 

4 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
6:30p - Women’s Book  
7pm - NA  

5 

10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group 
3:30p - SA cooking 
5p - Musical Pot 
Luck Dinner 
6p - Shrek Musical 
Vestry Retreat @ 
Merrowvista 

6 

7pm - AA  
 

 
 
 
 
Vestry Retreat 
@ Merrowvista 

7 8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II 
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal   
12p         Shrek the Musical 
 
 

8 

      
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  

 
 

 9 

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
 

10 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
9a - Econ Shop 
12p - Ash Wed Service 
12:30p - Staff Meeting 
1p - Knitting  
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
6p - Ash Wed Service 
7p - St. John’s Night 

11 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
7pm - NA  
7p - Newcomer’s Event 

12 

10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group 
 

3:30p -  Salvation  
         Army cooking 

13 

 
7pm - AA 
 

14  8a    Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal     

15 

 
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  

 16 

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 

17 

7a- Men’s Bk Grp 
9a - Econ Shop 
12:30p - Staff Meeting 
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
6p - St. John’s Night 
6p - Inquirers Class 

18 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
6:30p - Women’s Book 
7pm - NA  

19 

 
10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group   
 

20 

7:30am -  
    Pancake  
    Breakfast 
7pm - AA  

21 8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II 
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal  
 
 

22  

 
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  

 23  

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
 

 

 

24   

12:30p - Staff Meeting 
1p - Knitting  
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
6p - Inquirers Class 
 
 

25      

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
7pm - NA  

26 

 
 

10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group   

27 

 
7pm - AA  

28 8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal   

29 

 
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  
 

 

 

      



 

 

2016 
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SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT 

 1 

 
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  

 2 

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
4p - YOC Meeting 

3 

7a- Men’s Bk Grp 
9a - Econ Shop 
12:30p - Staff Meeting 
2p - Youth Group 
Cooking for Crossroad 
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
6p - St. John’s Night 

4 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
6:30p - Women’s Book  
7pm - NA  

5 

10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group 
3:30p - SA cooking 
5p - Musical Pot 
Luck Dinner 
6p - Shrek Musical 
Vestry Retreat @ 
Merrowvista 

6 

7pm - AA  
 

 
 
 
 
Vestry Retreat 
@ Merrowvista 

7 8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II 
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal   
12p         Shrek the Musical 
 
 

8 

      
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  

 
 

 9 

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
 

10 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
9a - Econ Shop 
12p - Ash Wed Service 
12:30p - Staff Meeting 
1p - Knitting  
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
6p - Ash Wed Service 
7p - St. John’s Night 

11 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
7pm - NA  
7p - Newcomer’s Event 

12 

10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group 
 

3:30p -  Salvation  
         Army cooking 

13 

 
7pm - AA 
 

14  8a    Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal     

15 

 
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  

 16 

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 

17 

7a- Men’s Bk Grp 
9a - Econ Shop 
12:30p - Staff Meeting 
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
6p - St. John’s Night 
6p - Inquirers Class 

18 

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
6:30p - Women’s Book 
7pm - NA  

19 

 
10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group   
 

20 

7:30am -  
    Pancake  
    Breakfast 
7pm - AA  

21 8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II 
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal  
 
 

22  

 
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  

 23  

10:30a - 2:30p   
       ES Baking 
10:30a - Bible WB 
2:30p - Choir School 
6pm - Youth AA 
 

 

 

24   

12:30p - Staff Meeting 
1p - Knitting  
3:30p - Cherub Choir 
4:30p - Junior Choir 
6p - Inquirers Class 
 
 

25      

9:30am - Healing Service 
10:30a - Centering Prayer 
10:30a - Econ Shop                  
12pm - Common Table  
2:30p - Choir School 
7pm - NA  

26 

 
 

10:30a - Women’s 
Book Group   

27 

 
7pm - AA  

28 8a     Rite I 

8:30a      Parish Choir 
9:00a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:30a    Youth Choir rehearsal   

29 

 
2:30p - Choir School 
7p - FA  
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PARISH NEWS 

Welcome to St. John’ s! 
 

Drinks, dessert and conversation... 
 

Please join us for a Newcomers dessert on  

Thursday, February 11, 7 - 9pm at  

The Rev. Anne Williamson's home 

69 Marina Heights, New Castle, NH  03854 
 

Everyone who is a newcomer, feels like a newcomer,  

or would like to meet the newcomers, is very welcome! 
 

Please RSVP to the office at  

administrator@stjohnsnh.org or 603-436-8283 
 

We hope you can join us! 

SHREK, THE MUSICAL, JR. 
Presented by St. John’s Youth 

FRIDAY 5 February 2016  

5:00 PM Potluck    
6:00 PM Performance   
Thaxter Hall Stage 
 

SUNDAY 7 February 2016 

12:00 PM Performance 
Thaxter Hall Stage 
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PARISH NEWS 

ASHES TO GO 
Market Square, Portsmouth 

Ash Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

7:30 – 9:00 am and 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 
 
 
 

 

 

On Ash Wednesday 2010, three Chicago-area Episcopal congregations independently took ashes 

and prayer to suburban train stations, and discovered commuters hungry for a moment of prayer, 

renewal and grace. Those who had no time to attend services or had forgotten about the tradition 

were delighted to receive ashes with prayer as they began their day. Many responded with tears or 

smiles of gratitude that the church would come to them. 

 

 In 2011, the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago chose to coordinate Ashes outreach, and more 

than 25 Episcopal congregations and organizations around the Chicago area offered ashes on street 

corners and train platforms, coffee shops and outside grocery stores. In 2012, Ashes to Go went viral 

and national. 

 

 Here at St. John's, 2016 will be our third year of offering ashes to walkers – or drivers – in 

Market Square. Feel free to stop by and say hello, or “honk” if you drive by! For more information, 

contact Charlie at 603-531-0715 or ack4me@comcast.net.  

The Common Cents Economy Shop 
 

The staff of the Common Cents Economy Shop would like to thank 

all who donated warm clothing and other items to the shop this 

past season. We do need to restock and are in need of kitchen 

items, dishes, mugs, glasses, jewelry, men's and women's hats, 

gloves, and jeans.  

 

Thank you for your support. 

http://ashestogo.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/IMG_0096.jpg
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OFFICE UPDATE 
 

 

2015 TAX STATEMENTS 

The tax statements for 2015 have gone out the last week in Janu-

ary.  These consist of all donations made in 2015.  If you find that 

you have a discrepancy, please call either Joanne or Michelle in the 

office so we can make the necessary changes to make your state-

ment accurate. 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 

We unfortunately had a glitch with our email and website over the 

weekend of the Annual Meeting and we weren’t able to get the 

Annual Report on the website.  We are functional again and the 

Annual Report is now available at www.stjohnsnh.org under the 

NEWS tab.  Sorry for any inconvenience. 

 

STOCK GIFTS 

If you plan to pay your pledge or make a stock donation, it is very 

helpful to get a notification ahead of time so we can match the gift 

to the donor.  When stock is transferred to our brokerage account 

with Schwab, they do not indicate who is making the donation 

when they send the funds on to us.  Getting a heads up from you 

ensures that we accurately credit your gifts to you. 
 

 



 

 

100 Chapel Street   |   Portsmouth NH 03801   |   603-436-8283 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 am until 3:00 pm 

Website:  www.stjohnsnh.org 
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St. John’s Vestry Members 
 

John Tabor, Sr. Warden 

Kelly Boston, Treasurer 

Gerry Simpkins, Jr. Warden 

Marian Ellis, Clerk 
 

Pat Baker 

Lacey Bangs 

Lee Baxter 

Randy Carey 

Marian Ellis  

Doug Green 

Carol Gruen 

Jean Lincoln 

Meg Moran 

Suzi Raeside 

Ann Schwartzwalder 

Chris Sieve 
 

 

Contact the Vestry at  

vestry@stjohnhsnh.org 

The Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr. 

Rector, ext. 111 

rector@stjohnsnh.org 

 

The Rev. Anne C. Williamson 

Associate Rector, ext 125 

anne@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Margaret Harper 

Director of Music, ext 114 

music@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Ashley Wade 

Director of Children’s Music and 

Ministries, ext 116 

youthmusic@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Michelle Lamprell 

Bookkeeper ext. 153 

finance@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Joanne Ferguson 

Office Administrator 

administrator@stjohnsnh.org 

 

Andy Ritzo 

Sexton 

sexton@stjohnsnh.org 

 

 

Priest Associates: 

     The Rev. G. Richard Siener 

     The Rev. Gail Avery 
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