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   life  
common 

No No matter where you are on your journey of  faith, you are always 
welcome at St. John’s Church, and most importantly at God’s table. 

NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 
   

Sunday Services: 
 

8:00am  Rite I 
8:30am  Parish Choir 
9:30am   Nursery 
9:30am   Kids Church 
               Youth Groups 
10:00am  Rite II  
11:00am  Coffee Hour   

Annual Stewardship Pledge 2019  

Capital Campaign Pledge 2019-2021 
Information & Resources pg.8 

  

St. John’s Children & Youth  
Saturday, February 16  

First Wonka Performance @ 6:00pm 
Sunday, February 17  

Final Wonka Performance @ 11:30am 
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Miracles Happen! 

The Reverend Robert E. Stevens, Jr., Rector 

Rob‘s Ruminations 
 

 

 

 

 

My dear friends of St. John’s I write this to remind you and me that Miracles Happen!  This may sound 
trite or unsophisticated, but I tell you it is true…at least it is for me.  When I became a rector the one 
thing that I looked forward to the least was the dreaded Annual Meeting.  Ugh.  God works in wonderful 
and mysterious ways because now some 14 years later I simply cannot wait to have the Annual Meeting!  
See…Miracles Happen.   
 
Our Annual Meeting will be on Sunday January 27th at 9am.  It will last one hour and that hour will be 
packed with good news and good work for us to do.  Yes, we ended 2018 in the black and the vestry has 
developed and passed a balanced budget to present.  That alone is tremendously good news.  But there is 
more…much more.  As many, if not all, of you know we are in the midst of a capital campaign.   We 
have pledges from 112 people for 1.3 million dollars on our way to our goal of 240 pledges and  
1.6 million dollars.  The great news is that we can do it!   
 
This week someone very directly asked me if I was in favor of the building project and if I was, Why?  I 
was somewhat surprised by the question, but it gave me the chance to articulate why.  Firstly, YES! I am 
in favor.  Secondly, I am enthusiastically in favor of the project because our mission is to welcome ALL 
in the name of Christ.  To be a place and a community that seeks to do God’s work in everyway that we 
are able and right now our building can be a barrier to that mission.  We love our church and its lovely 
buildings…but it is difficult for many to simply get in the building for worship!  This project, I believe, 
will match our space with the spirit of St. John’s.  It will allow people to enter the church without having 
to face one single stair…NOT ONE!  It will connect our hall to our church in a lovely and inviting way 
that allows for fellowship and connection both in the physical connection of our buildings and in the  
relational connection of our community.  It will also upgrade our Thaxter Hall, a space that serves  
roughly 1,000 people on any given week.  This work will be transformational!  
 
While budgets and buildings are a part of church life and Annual Meetings they really are in the  
background.  We need a balanced budget to do our work.  We need buildings that serve us well and do 
not present barriers.  That is all true.  But, what we celebrate each day and will celebrate on Sunday the 
27th at our Annual Meeting is that we are invited to be a part of God’s mission.  We are invited to be the 
light in this world that craves light.  We endeavor to be a community that welcomes all and do the work 
that God gives us to do.  To worship, to serve and to love.  Thank you for your prayers, care and love of 
this community.  Please join me with your vestry on January 27th so we might continue with vigor the 
work that is set before us. 
 
Faithfully, your rector, 



 

 

Associate Rector‘s Reflections 
What Now? 
 

The Reverend Anne C. Williamson, Associate Rector 

 

 

What to do with old Christmas cards…straight into the recycling?  At the Advent writing workshop back 
in December, we were invited by Maren Tirabassi to choose one of her previously loved Christmas cards 
as an icon to inspire us to write a meditation or a prayer.  The card I chose included a poem called “The 
Work of Christmas”, composed by Howard Thurman, an African-American theologian, educator, and 
civil rights leader.   
The poem prompted the question – what now?  What now that we have made our way through Advent, 
experienced the joy of Christmas, Emmanuel, God-with-us; celebrated Epiphany, God-for-all? 
Thurman’s poem prompted the question and provided the answer to ‘what now’: 
 
When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
the work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, 
to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 
to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the nations, 
to bring peace among the people, 
to make music in the heart.* 
 
When I read Thurman’s words, I identify the ‘work of Christmas’ as the call to be Jesus’ hands and feet in 
the world, and I am reminded of all I have experienced in 2018.   
Many of you have been Jesus to me over the past year – praying from me during my sabbatical (which 
was wonderful and life-giving – thank you!) and supporting me with your love, prayers, cards and hugs in 
all that has unfolded since my return.  I am so grateful for this community!! 
When we lean into the ‘work of Christmas’, which is a daily opportunity, 365 days of the year, we will  
encounter Jesus.  We will be rays of the light shining in the darkness, bringing peace, comfort, hope and 
joy to the least, the last and the lost…sometimes that’s us. 
 
Blessings for 2019 
Anne 
 
*“The Work of Christmas” from The Mood of Christmas and Other Celebrations by Howard Thurman 
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A Room for Joy to Dwell 
 

The Reverend Nathaniel F. Bourne, Curate  

Curate‘s Courtyard 

Therefore we intend to establish a school for the Lord’s service. In drawing up its regulations, we hope to set down nothing 
harsh, nothing burdensome. The good of all concerned, however, may prompt us to a little strictness in order to amend faults 
and to safeguard love. Do not be daunted immediately by fear and run away from the road that leads to salvation. It is bound 
to be narrow at the outset. But as we progress in this way of life and in faith, we shall run on the path of God’s  
commandments, our hearts overflowing with the inexpressible delight of love. 
— Prologue, Rule of St. Benedict 
 
The “rule of life” is one of the oldest tools used by monastic communities. It’s a set of guidelines and  
regulations—a structure—for how people living in that community use their time, how they treat one  
another, and what values they live by. In the centuries of Christianity a number of these different rules 
emerged in different places, but the one that has had the most enduring impact is that of St. Benedict.  
This text—written at the end of the 5th century—was meant for monks, but it addresses questions we 
should all consider. What will you organize your days around? How will you use your time as a resource  
to help you better love one another and love God? What shape will your life take to open yourself more 
fully to God’s grace? Or—as Rob put it  in a recent sermon—how will you move into the waterfall of 
grace that God is always giving? 
 
I first encountered Benedict’s Rule when I was living alongside a community of Episcopal nuns who or-
dered their own life together largely off of Benedict’s writings. I had this vision of monastic life as  
overregulated and joyless. But what I saw in those sisters was freedom and relief. Rather than facing each 
day as a blank slate and having to navigate their way through it, they had a way, a rhythm, of life that  
allowed them to focus on what they were doing in each moment rather than worrying about what came 
next.  They never had to “fit God in,” because God was there in the rhythm of their days. 
 
I love Benedict’s phrase about “safeguarding love.” I think that’s what we’re called to do as Christians, to 
tend the fire of God’s love burning in the world. It’s a daunting thing. And there are a lot of days I don’t 
see that fire burning, or feel like I’m getting any heat from it. But that’s where I think a “rule of life” can 
be a useful tool. What are the practices, rhythms, and routines that work for you, your family, and your 
community? What would it look like for God’s love to be tended in your life? Maybe it’s volunteering to 
help at Common Table once a month (or Gather, or Cross Roads), maybe it’s deciding to attend the 
Epiphany Book Group (it’s not  too late to join!), maybe it’s deciding to read through one of the Gospels 
all the way through—or all of them, or maybe it’s keeping a notebook with the names of people your  
holding in prayer. Whatever they are, in this new year I invite you to think about what practices, what  
“rule of life,” might you be able to take on? 
 

Peace, 
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2019 St. John’s Youth | Year-at-a-Glance 

Middle Schoolers will meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30am in the Philbrick Room. High School-
ers will gather in Thaxter Hall then go to coffee together with the youth group leaders. They’ll 
come back to the church for communion. 

SPRING 2019 

Day                        Time               Event 
Sunday             1/20    9:30 – 11:15am         Service Sunday 
Wednesday        1/23    3:00 – 6:30pm         Cooking for Cross Roads 
Sunday           2/17    9:30 – 11:15am         Service Sunday 
Wednesday         2/20    3:00 – 6:30pm         Cooking for Cross Roads & Game Night 
Sunday             2/24    NO YOUTH PROGRAMMING 
Wednesday         3/13     3:00 – 6:00pm         Cooking for Cross Roads 
Sunday             3/17    9:30am – 4:00pm     Service Sunday @ Common Cathedral 
Wednesday         4/10    3:00 – 6:00pm         Cooking for Cross Roads 
Sunday             4/14    9:30 – 11:00am         Service Sunday 
Sunday             4/21     Easter Sunday 
Wednesday         5/8       3:00 – 6:00pm         Cooking for Cross Roads 
Sunday             5/12    10:00am              Rite 13 
Sunday              5/26    NO YOUTH PROGRAMMING – Begin summer schedule 
Wednesday         6/14    3:00 – 5:00pm         Cooking for Cross Roads 
Saturday         6/22-29                   Youth Mission Trip to Eastern N.C. 

Walking the Way of  Love in Lent 2019 
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ROALD DAHL’S WILLY 
WONKA JR. 

 

Saturday, February 16 | 6:00pm 

Sunday, February 17 | 11:30am 

Music Notes 
Concerts on the Hill  

Jennifer McPherson, Director of  Music 

Developing Disciples 
Children’s Ministries Updates 

Ashley Wade, Director of  Children’s Music and Ministries 

 

Friday, March 1, 7pm  
Music for string quartet, featuring Hannah Reitz, Jesse Macdonald, Ryan Shannon, 
and Dorothy Braker.  
 
Suggested donation $15 / $10 for seniors and students / Children attend for free  
 
Upcoming Parish Choir Schedule: 
Wednesday, February 6  “First Wednesday” Rehearsal, 7-8:30pm  
Every Sunday! Rehearsal, 8:30-9:45am  
Peace,  
Jen 
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PARISH LIFE 



 

 

P A G E  8  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to the 131 individuals and families who have generously 
pledged to these capital projects. We are so grateful for the $1,300,000  
in pledges received so far.  We have $300,000 remaining to reach our 
$1.6 million goal.  In order to reach this goal we need full participation 
from the Parish.  This is how we can do this together: If each member 
were to make a capital pledge equal to three times the amount of their  
annual pledge, we would exceed our goal. For example, three times an 
annual pledge of $1,000 is $3,000. The annual and campaign pledges of 
this parishioner would be fulfilled by paying $2,000 each year for three 
years.  Some may be unable to consider a campaign pledge of this 
amount. Some may be able to do more. Your annual pledge is always the 
priority.  
 If you are among the 131 who have pledged, thank you!   
 If you have been meaning to submit your pledge card, let us add you to the 

above list by doing so at your earliest convenience. 
 If you would like to pledge online, go to our Connected in Christ campaign  
     website https://givingsites.com/connected . More information and photos  
     are on the site. 
 If you want to make a pledge but need more time, please let us know that so 

that we can plan accordingly. 

Annual Pledge 2019 & Capital Campaign Pledge 2019-2021 
Information, Resources, and How-To Guide 
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PARISH LIFE 

The Centering Prayer group meets in the Philbrook room of  
Thaxter Hall from 10:30 to 11:30am every Thursday morning.  Centering 
Prayer focuses on Contemplative Prayer, the opening of mind and heart to 
God, the Ultimate Mystery, beyond thoughts, words and emotions.  The one 
hour time period includes twenty minutes of silence, an open discussion of 
matters of common interest in our spiritual journeys and concludes with  
intercessory prayer.  For further information, please contact The Rev. Dick 
Siener or Joan Christy through the Church Office.   
    All are welcome – join us as your schedule permits. 

 

Ladies’ Luncheon will be held at noon on Wednesday, February 13 at the 

Dinnerhorn in Portsmouth. Please call Linda McVay (603-988-9755) or Mary Walker 
(603-436-2034) if  you plan to attend and to arrange carpooling if  necessary.  

These gatherings will occur on the second Wednesday of  every month; location will 
vary.  Please join us! All are welcome! 

Thursday Night Women's Book Group 
 

Tebbetts House        alternating Thursday evenings at 6:30pm  
 

The Thursday night women’s book group has chosen the anthology "All Shall Be Well"  
edited by Michael Leach to read during Lent. All are welcome and encouraged to join 
us. We meet on Thursday night at 6:30. If interested please contact Kathi Hardy or Conni 
White- ( KathiHardy@live.com or conni@senh.biz.) 

Epiphany Book Group  
Wednesday Evenings, 6:30 pm 
Being the People of  God: Our second series on the fundamentals of  faith.    

   

 For six weeks in the season of  Epiphany, Anne and Nathan 
will lead a book study focusing on the basic elements of  faith 
and discipleship. We’ll look at Rowan Williams’ book Being  
Disciples and consider themes that are central to the Christian 
faith—Being Disciples, Faith Hope and Love, Forgiveness,  
Holiness, Faith in Society, and Life in the Spirit. We will meet 
in the Philbrick Room of  Thaxter Hall at 6:30pm beginning  
January 23, 2019. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 
we hope these offerings will help you connect with yourself, 
this community, and with God. Come and join us.  
Books are available after church or from the Parish office.  

mailto:KathiHardy@live.com
mailto:conni@senh.biz
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SUNDAY MONDAY          TUESDAY 

   

3 
8:00a     Rite I 
8:30a      Parish Choir Rehearsal 
9:30a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:00a    Cherub Singers 
6:30p       AA 

4 
9:30       Gather Cooking 
7p          FA  

5 
10:00a - 2:00p  Easter Seals Baking 
10:00a               Staff Meeting 
2:30p                Choir School 
6p                      Youth AA 
 

10 
8:00a     Rite I 
8:30a      Parish Choir Rehearsal 
9:30a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:00a    Coffee Hour 
11:00a    Cherub Singers 
6:30p       AA 

11  
9:30       Gather Cooking 
7p          FA  
 

12 
10:00a - 2:00p  Easter Seals Baking 
10:00a               Staff Meeting 
2:30p                 Choir School 
6p                     Youth AA 
 

17 SERVICE SUNDAY 
8:00 a     Rite I 
8:30a      Parish Choir Rehearsal 
9:30a      Nursery 
9:30a      Kids Church/Youth Grps 
10:00a    Rite II  
11:30am  Willy Wonka Musical 
Performance 

18 

9:30       Gather Cooking 
7p          FA  
 

 

 

19 
10:00a - 2:00p  Easter Seals Baking 
10:00a               Staff Meeting 
6p                     Youth AA 

24   NO YOUTH PROGRAM 
8:00 a     Rite I 
8:30a      Parish Choir Rehearsal 
9:30a      Nursery 
10:00a    Rite II  
 

25   
9:30       Gather Cooking 
7p          FA  

26   
10:00a - 2:00p  Easter Seals Baking 
10:00a               Staff Meeting 
6p                     Youth AA 

 

 



 

 

2019 
P A G E  1 1  

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT 

  1   2  12p  - PYSO Rehearsal 

6:30p  - AA  
  

6 
6:45a     Men's Book Group  
10:30a   Reading Between  
               the Lines 
4-5:30p  Junior Music & Theater 
6:30 pm Becoming Disciples 
              Book Group 
7-8:30p  Parish Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 

7 
9:30a      Healing Service 
10:30a    Centering Prayer 
12p         Common Table  
7p           NA  

8 

 
VESTRY  
RETREAT 

9 

 
VESTRY  
RETREAT 

 
12p  - PYSO Rehearsal  
6:30p  - AA  

13 
10:30a   Reading Between  
               the Lines 
12pm      Ladies’ Luncheon  
               @ Dinnerhorn 
1p           Knitting  
4-5:30p   Junior Music & Theater 
6:30 pm Becoming Disciples 
              Book Group 

14 
9:30a       Healing Service 
10:30a     Centering Prayer 
12p          Common Table  
2:30p       Choir School 
6:30p       Women's Book 
                 Group  
7p            NA  

15 

 
 
 

16 

 

 
12p  - PYSO Rehearsal 
  
6 pm  Willy Wonka  
Musical 
Performance 

20 
6:45a     Men's Book Group  
10:30a   Reading Between  
               the Lines 
4-5:30p  Junior Music & Theater 
3pm-630 pm Cooking for Cross 
Roads & Game Night 
6:30 pm Becoming Disciples 
              Book Group 
 

21 
9:30a       Healing Service 
12p          Common Table  
7p            NA  
 

22 
 
 
 

23 

 

 
12p  - PYSO Rehearsal  
6:30p  - AA  

27 

10:30a   Reading Between  
               the Lines 
6:30 pm Becoming Disciples 
              Book Group 
 
 

 

28 
9:30a       Healing Service 
12p          Common Table  
6:30p       Women's Book 
                 Group  
7p            NA  

1 

 

7pm Concerts 
on the Hill  

2 
 
12p  - PYSO Rehearsal  
6:30p  - AA  



 

 

100 Chapel Street   |   Portsmouth NH 03801   |   603-436-8283 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 am until 3:00 pm 

Website:  www.stjohnsnh.org 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT 23 

PORTSMOUTH, NH 
 

St. John’s Vestry Members 
 

John Tabor, Sr. Warden 
Kelly Boston, Treasurer 
Gerry Simpkins, Jr. Warden 
Marian Ellis, Clerk 
 

John Bolduc 
Jeff Croteau 
Carol Gruen 
Meg Moran 
Bob Nalewajk 
Ellie Sanderson 
Maggie Skafidas 
Joe Weir 
 
 
 

Contact the Vestry at  
vestry@stjohnhsnh.org 

The Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr. 
Rector, ext. 111 
rector@stjohnsnh.org 
 
The Rev. Anne C. Williamson 
Associate Rector, ext 125 
anne@stjohnsnh.org 
 
The Rev. Nathan Bourne 
Curate, ext 119 
curate@stjohnsnh.org 
 
Jennifer McPherson 
Director of Music, ext 114 
music@stjohnsnh.org 
 

Ashley Wade 
Director of Children’s Music and 
Ministries, ext 116 
youthmusic@stjohnsnh.org 
 
Ashley Doyle 
Parish Administrator 
administrator@stjohnsnh.org 
 
 

Michelle Karcher 
Financial Administrator, ext 153 
finance@stjohnsnh.org 
 
Ramona Ramsdell 
Events Coordinator 
rental@stjohnsnh.org 
 
Priest Associate: 
     The Rev. G. Richard Siener 
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