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Welcome to St. John’s 
 
Whether you just walked in the door for the first time or have 
called St. John’s home for years, “Welcome!”  In this 
community of St. John’s we strive to welcome ALL people.  This 
is no small thing.  It takes time and effort and we do not always 
do it as well as we might like, but we are intentionally striving 
to be a more welcoming community each and every day.  Let us 
know how we are doing and what we can do better. 
 
Each Sunday we do the one thing that sets us apart from most 
other organizations…we Worship.  Our worship at its heart is 
an opportunity to gather together as a community around 
God’s table and say “Thank you” to God for all we have been 
given.  St. John’s is a community that is on a journey.  We ask 
questions, we wonder and we do not always have “The Answer” 
but together we practice gratitude, we learn to love, and we 
seek to serve the needs of the world. 
 
We live in a world filled with activity where we are bombarded 
with information without pause.  My prayer for us is that we 
more fully become a community where we can find a home, a 
spiritual home, where we can discover and tend the deep 
meaning of our lives.  Thank you for helping to make this vision 
a reality! 
 
Peace to you, 
 
 

 
 

 

The Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr. 
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8 AM THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE ONE 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Opening Acclamation Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 323 
 

Kyrie BCP p. 324 
 

The Collect see insert 
 

The First Reading see insert 
 

Psalm see insert 

The Gospel see insert 

The Sermon The Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr. 

The Creed BCP p. 326 
 

The Prayers of the People BCP p. 328 

The Confession and Absolution BCP p. 331 

The Peace BCP p. 332 

Announcements 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Offertory 
 Celebrant: All things come of thee, O Lord. 
 People: And of thine own have we given thee. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer II BCP p. 340 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 336 

Angus Dei BCP p. 337 

Prayer of Humble Access BCP p. 337 

All are invited to come forward for communion. 

Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 339 

The Blessing 

Dismissal 
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10:00 AM THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO 
 

Prelude:  Es ist ein Ros entsprungen                 Johannes Brahms 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Entrance Hymn: #76  On Jordan’s bank  
 (Verses 1-3, 5)                                       WINCHESTER NEW 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says: 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant may say: 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
Kyrie                The Hymnal 1982 
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The Collect of the Day                           see insert 
 
The Celebrant says to the people: 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
The Celebrant says the Collect. 
 

People  Amen. 
 
 
The Lessons:  James 5:7-10             see insert 
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Psalm 146:4-9 

 
 
4  Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help! * 
 whose hope is in the | Lord their God; 
5  Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that 

| is in them; * 
 who keeps his pro|mise for ever; 
6  Who gives justice to those who | are oppressed, * 
 and food to | those who hunger. 
7  The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
 the Lord opens the eyes | of the blind; * 
 the Lord lifts up those who | are bowed down; 
8  The Lord loves the righteous; 
 the Lord cares | for the stranger; * 
 he sustains the orphan and widow, 
 but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 
9  The Lord shall | reign for ever, * 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all | generations. 
 Hallelujah! 
 
Sequence Hymn: #68  Rejoice! rejoice, believers  

(Verses 1-2)                           LLANGLOFFAN 
  
Gospel:  Matthew 11:2-11                               see insert 
 
Sequence Hymn: #68  Rejoice! rejoice, believers  

(Verse 3)                           LLANGLOFFAN 
 
The Sermon                         The Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr. 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

 

The Nicene Creed                       BCP. 358 
 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
         he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
 

Please Stand or Kneel as you are able. 

God of joy and exultation, you strengthen what is weak; you 
enrich the poor and give hope to those who live in fear. Make us 
grateful for the good news and keep us faithful in your service 
as we await the glorious coming of the Christ. Look upon us 
today and hear our prayers for the needs of the church, our 
communities, and the world. We come this day echoing John 
the Baptist's question to your Beloved Child. Are you the one 
who is to come? 
 
Creator God, remind us you have not left us alone. Each year 
you come to us, Emmanuel, God with us in a manger. Each 
time you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. 
In time or out of time you will be revealed and we shall see you 
face to face. Once more we ask, are you the one who is to come? 
Christ, in the work of justice! Christ, in the practice of 
mercy! 
 
We pray for the nations of the world. Bless the leaders of our 
land, especially Barack, our President,  and Donald, our 
President-elect. We pray for all our public servants. Help them 
to be vessels of your grace and touch the lives of your people. 
Use them as a channel for your compassion and make them 
instruments of peace and hope to everyone. Give them courage 
to be agents of change, always seeking your dream of 
transformation. Again we ask, are you the one who is to come? 
Christ, in the vision of peace! Christ, in good news for 
the poor! 
 
We pray for the Church, for Justin, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury; for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; for Robert, our 
Bishop; for Rob, Anne, and Dick, our clergy; for Charlie, in 
formation; and for our entire community. God of compassion, 
your love for humanity was revealed in Jesus, whose earthly life 
began in the poverty of a stable. We hold before you those who 
are homeless and cold especially as winter comes near. Draw 
near and comfort them in spirit and bless those who work to 
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provide them with shelter, food and friendship. In the Anglican 
Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Diocese of Kericho, Kenya. In 
the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Church of the 
Epiphany, Newport. We pray for all who are in need, whether 
near or far, and for those whose hurts, burdens and fears go 
unspoken. Today we lift up Thom and Family, Stephen, Jean 
and Mel, Anneliese, Carol and Martin, Pell and Stephanie, 
Danuta, David, Stacy, Bill, Gerry, Patti, Danny , Randy, Rich, 
Gloria, Nita and Keith, Raymie and Joan, Scotty, Marion, 
Lewis, Tricia,  Ann, Meagan, Janice, Heather, Yannah, Jim, 
Sara, Jennifer, Hannah, Jay, Sophie, Mel and Sarah, Joseph, 
Eileen, Courtney, Haley, Grayson, Ed and Cecily, Erin, Rita, 
Sheila, Usha, the Platt Family, Peter and Karen, George, baby 
Teddy, Norma “Chips”, Bill, Barbara, Verdi, Robert, Dorota, 
Barbara, Ned, Trip, and baby Avery. 
People may add their own petitions, either silently or aloud. Silence may be 
kept.  

 
We pray for those who have died, especially The Rev. Gordon 
Allen, and those who will die this day, remembering especially 
all those killed this week by acts of violence and hatred.  At 
home, we remember Lynne Pointer and Ed Johnson. May our 
faith be our consolation and eternal life our hope. 
Here any other intercessions may be added. Silence may be kept. 
 
Presider 

God of love, you call us home from the exile of selfish 
oppression to the freedom of justice, the balm of healing, and 
the joy of sharing. Make us strong to join you in your holy work,  
as friends of strangers, companions of those whom others shun, 
and as the happiness of those whose hearts are broken. We 
make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin                                  
 
The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
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Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
 
The Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people: 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

The children return from Kids’ Church in Thaxter Hall. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Offertory Anthem: Mary’s Magnificat    Andrew Carter 

Solo: Ashley Wade 
  
The Great Thanksgiving    Eucharistic Prayer B                BCP. 367 
 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and sings or says  
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Sursum corda                                            The Hymnal 1982 

 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere 
to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. 
 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other 
occasions as appointed. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus                                                                     The Hymnal 1982 
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The people stand or kneel. 

 
Then the Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 
which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 
of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it 
or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or 
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated. 
 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Memorial Acclamation                                               The Hymnal  1982 
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The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 
O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 
bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 
that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
And now, as our Savior  
Christ has taught us,  
we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Fraction Anthem                                                        The Hymnal 1982 

 

 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation: 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
and may add  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving. 
 

All are invited to come forward for communion. 
 

 

Communion Anthem: What Sweeter Music         John Rutter 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says: 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
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Recessional Hymn: #72  Hark! the glad sound! the Savior comes 
     RICHMOND 
 

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words: 

  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:  Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme                       J.S. Bach 
 

The Worship is over. The Service begins. 
 

Participants 
At 8:00 Service: 
Lector: John Rice 
Eucharistic Ministers: Carol Hawks, John Rice 
At 10:00 Service: 
Lector:  John Stromgren Intercessor:   Ted Ballard 
Eucharistic Ministers: Sharon Jenkins, Clark McCurdy, John 
Stromgren 
Music:  Parish Choir 
Ushers: Jack Meffen (Head Usher), Norah Alexander, 
Arthur Parrott, Randy Carey, Wendy Cote 
Altar Guild: Helen Gettelman, Myrt Moore, Bertha Rocray, 
Mary Walker, Jim Zuckerman 
 
 

Announcements – December 11, 2016 
 
 

As of 12/9/16, 

209 parishioners have donated for a total of $401,529.00.  

Thank you!! 

This year’s goal is $510,000.00. 

 
$108,471.00 still needed to reach our goal. 
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December 24, Christmas Eve Services 

 4:00pm   Rite II Holy Eucharist with Children’s Choirs 

     *Ideal for families with children 

6:00pm   Rite II Festival Holy Eucharist w/ Parish Choir & Brass 

    *Ideal for all 

8:00pm   Musical Prelude 

8:30pm   Rite II Festival Holy Eucharist w/ Parish Choir & Brass 

    *Ideal for all 

December 25, Christmas Day Service 

 10:00am Rite II Holy Eucharist with Hymns 

 3:00pm  Common Table Christmas Meal , Everyone Welcome! 
 

I would like to thank everyone who shopped at my art 
table last Sunday.  I have just sent a check for $232 to 
Families First. 

Gillian Aguilar 

 

The Common Cents Economy Shop Crew 
 

The volunteers of the St. John's Economy Shop would like to 
thank everyone who has helped to fill the shop with so many 
donations, especially children's clothing and warm winter items 
for adults. The shop will be open during coffee hour (11:15-
12:15) on Sunday, Dec. 11th. 
 

Children are also invited to holiday shop for family and friends 
and fill a bag for $1.00. 

 

End 68 Hours of Hunger 
POPTARTS or Toaster Pastries (6-10 a box) is next on our list for 

End 68 Hours of Hunger. Please leave your donations in Thaxter 

Hall in the green box or in the church's vestibule container. Many 

thanks for being supportive for this important food program.   

Judy Roberts and Cathy Hunt 
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THANK YOU 

 
On Saturday, December 3rd, we laid to rest Edward “Ed” Johnson, a 
valued member of this church who served our Common Table, setting 
up tables to accommodate our many guests as well as baking 
hundreds of brownies for each Thursday’s dinner.  Most of the diners 
knew him by his first name.  We were privileged to have honored him 
with a reception.  Those who prepared the reception are Margaret 
Sofio, Bertha Rocray, Suzi Raeside, Robin Briand, Judy Roberts, 
Conni White, Cindy Fessenden and Gladys Butterworth. 
 
No St. John’s reception could be complete without the loving and 
willing hand and hearts of all those who provide the bounty and give 
of their time and energy.  Our thanks go out to:  Anne Gabel, Jean 
Lincoln, Myrt Moore, Kathi Hardy, Neely Barnhardt, Ellen 
Kingsbury, Anne and Lew Rehner, Peter Rice, Conni White, Margaret 
Sofio, Jim Zuckerman, Dawn Carswell, Marty Smith, Carol 
Renselaer, Diane Dean, Ellie Sanderson, Dick Davidson, Pat 
Csernelabics, Connie Bushman, Paul Pridgen, Judy Viola and Jane 
Holway, as well as those who manned the reception. 
 
There are probably some we have missed in expressing our thanks, 
please know that your contribution was gratefully accepted and 
appreciated.  To all of the St. John’s family, our sincere gratitude goes 
out to you for making our ministry such a wonderful one.  You are 
always there for us and we are so very appreciative of your 
willingness. 
 
Reception Co-Chairs:  Suzi Raeside and Gladys Butterworth 

 
 

 

Holiday Giving 
This year St. John’s is partnering with Little 

Harbor School to provide families in need 

help for the holidays.  Gift cards in any 

denomination from WalMart, for food and 

gas are most appreciated.  You can either 

drop cards off in the office, or under the tree 

in Thaxter Hall.    Thank you!! 
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A Celtic Evening for Blue Christmas 
Sunday, December 18, 5:30 pm  

 
 

Our service for Blue Christmas is a time when we can, with others, 
acknowledge the “blue” feelings we have at Christmas time, the 
reasons for them, and offer them to God.  
 

Some of us may be experiencing a sense of loss: loss of a job, loss of 
health, loss of a relationship. 
 

It is not accidental that this service coincides with the winter solstice 
– the shortest day and the longest night of the year.  
 

In this service of prayer, candlelight, and quiet music, we gather with 
neighbors and strangers, a family made one by our brokenness. 
 

We come seeking comfort that we are not alone, we come with our 
hearts full of hope and we invite our great sign of hope, Emmanuel, 
God-with-us, to break through the darkness of our lives. 

 

Renewing our Parish Prayer List 
 
It's time to renew our prayer list, and build a fresh list of names 
to be prayed for during the Prayers of the People in our weekly 
services.  
 
As of January 1, 2017, the current list will be erased. If you wish 
to have someone on the list, please let Joanne in the office 
know and she will compile a new list. You may contact Joanne 
at 603-436-8283 or administrator@stjohnsnh.org. 
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A Service of Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 11th at 5pm 

Followed by a Festive Reception in Thaxter Hall. 


