
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
The Last Sunday after Epiphany 

February 26, 2017 
 

 

Welcome 
Home 
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8am Holy Eucharist - Rite I 
                                        

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Opening Acclamation  Book of Common Prayer p.323  

Gloria BCP p.324 

The Collect  see insert 

The First Reading see insert  

Psalm              see insert 

The Gospel see insert 

The Sermon Charlie Nichols 

The Creed        BCP p.326 

The Prayers of the People      BCP p.328 

The Confession and Absolution        BCP p.331 

The Peace        BCP p.332 

Announcements             

The Holy Communion 

Offertory 

 Celebrant:   All things come of thee, O Lord. 

People:   And of thine own have we given thee. 

Eucharistic Prayer II BCP p.340 

The Lord’s Prayer       BCP p.336 

Agnus Dei       BCP p.337 

Prayer of Humble Access       BCP p.337 

All are invited to come forward for communion. 

Post Communion Prayer       BCP p.339 

The Blessing 

Dismissal 
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10:00am Holy Eucharist - Rite II 
 

Please enter the church in silence to allow for people to pray before the service.  
 

Prelude:  Prelude for Holy Saturday                 Charles Tournemire 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Entrance Hymn: #618  Ye watchers and ye holy ones  
(Verses 1-2, 4)             LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

   

The people standing, the Celebrant says: 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant may say: 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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The Collect of the Day                               see insert 
 

The Celebrant says to the people: 

  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
The Celebrant says the Collect. 

People  Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

The First Reading:  Exodus 24:12-18  see insert 
 

Psalm 2 
   

Chanted responsively between choir and congregation;  
               Congregation sings bold-faced verses. 

 
 
1  Why are the nations / in an uproar? * 

Why do the peoples mutter / empty threats? 
2  Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, 

and the princes / plot together, * 
against the Lord and against / his Anointed? 

3  "Let us break their / yoke," they say; * 
"let us cast off their / bonds from us." 

4  He whose throne is in hea/ven is laughing; * 
the Lord has them / in derision. 
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5 Then he speaks to them / in his wrath, * 
and his rage fills / them with terror. 

6  "I myself have / set my king * 
upon my holy / hill of Zion." 

7  Let me announce the decree / of the Lord: * 
he said to me, "You are my Son;  
this day have I be/gotten you. 

8  Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your 
in/heritance * 
and the ends of the earth for / your possession. 

9  You shall crush them with an / iron rod * 
and shatter them like a / piece of pottery." 

10  And now, you / kings, be wise; * 
be warned, you rulers / of the earth. 

11  Submit to the / Lord with fear, * 
and with trembling / bow before him; 

12  Lest he be angry / and you perish; * 
for his wrath is / quickly kindled. 

13  Happy / are they all * 
who take re/fuge in him! 

 
Sequence Hymn: #137  O wondrous type! O vision fair
 (Verses 1-2)              WAREHAM 
      

Gospel:  Matthew 17:1-9 see insert                 
 

Sequence Hymn: #137  O wondrous type! O vision fair
 (Verse 5)              WAREHAM 
 

The Sermon         Charlie Nichols 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
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     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
         he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and   
     glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Please Stand or Kneel as you are able. 

O God of light, love, and glory, reveal your presence to us this 
day, as you did to your servants at the foot of the mountain. Send 
your Spirit to show us your story. May the brilliance of your face 
illuminate our lives and this place as we dare to proclaim your 
Word. May we, your people, be never unable to tell all of that we 
have heard. We worship you with words of prayer. May our 
ears listen for you to speak your saving truth into our 
lives. 
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We pray for those chosen to lead peoples and nations. We pray 
for Donald, our President; for Chris, Paul, and Charles, our 
Governors. Holy God, your presence transcends all human made 
borders and your love crosses all boundaries. Help us join you at 
the borders and extend hope to those who live without future 
and dignity. We pray that you help us promote laws that protect 
the rights and dignity of everyone. God of justice, your loves 
transcends our limitations and our unfair rules that discriminate 
and divide human beings. We pray that the dignity of all God's 
children will be acknowledged and protected in every country of 
the world and especially in our own country. We worship you in 
the silent spaces. Be with us when we struggle for hope 
and courage. 
 
We pray for the Church, for Justin, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury; for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; for Robert, our 
Bishop; for Rob, Anne, and Dick, our clergy; for Charlie, in 
formation; and for our entire community. We pray for the 
mission of the church in this and every place. Please dear God, 
give us the time to love as long as we can. Let it not be a love 
measured out in the small portions of our own need, but given 
away so freely that it reaches as many other lives as possible. Let 
it touch the ones we would turn to as well as the ones from whom 
we would turn away. Help us to be an oasis of love for the 
wandering soul, and a shelter of love for the weary and the 
innocent. 
We long for a glimpse of your glory. For your glory touches 
lives with a beauty so holy that it heals the wounded 
soul. 
 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Diocese of 
Malek, Sudan. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for 
Trinity Church, Claremont. We pray for all who are in need, 
whether near or far, and for those whose hurts, burdens and 
fears go unspoken. Today we lift up Rita, Ann, Courtney, Haley 
and Grayson, Krishna, Alan, Tim, Bill, Stephen, Hannah, Barbie, 
Cliff, Miles and Jennifer, Daskoski Family, Pell & Stephanie, 
Pittorino Family, Jean and Mel, Lindsay, Miles, Sandy, Robert, 
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Bill, Alan, Cameron, Len, Tim, Ciara and family, Gary, Sarah, 
and Wynn. 
People may add their own petitions, either silently or aloud. Silence may be 
kept.  

 
We pray for those who have died, and those who will die this day, 
remembering especially all those killed this week by acts of 
violence and hatred. May the God of all consolation grant a spirit 
of faith and courage to those who sorrow. 
Here any other intercessions may be added. Silence may be kept. 

 
Presider 

Holy God, we know that you are present with all of your beloved 
children and especially wherever there is struggle and suffering. 
We pray that you would be with us as well, and help us to be with 
and for those in need of support. Fill us with your strength, 
courage, and grace, and help us to incarnate our hope for a better 
world into action.   Amen. 
 
 

Confession of Sin                                                                BCP. 360 
 
The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 
 
 Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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The Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

 
The Holy Communion 

 

Offertory Anthem:    Sing unto the Lord                Christopher Tye 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer B) BCP p.367 
 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and sings or says 
 

Sursum corda  The Hymnal 1982 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere 
to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. 
 
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other 
occasions as appointed. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Sanctus The Hymnal 1982 

 
 
The people stand or kneel. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 
which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 
of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it 
or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or 
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
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and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Memorial Acclamation The Hymnal 1982 
 
 

       
 
 
The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 
O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 
bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 
that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 
 

And now, as our Savior  
Christ has taught us,  
we are bold to say, 
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People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
 

Fraction Anthem 
 
Celebrant: 

 
People: 
 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation: 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
and may add  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving. 
 

All are invited to come forward for communion. 
 

Communion Anthem:  Holy is the true light      William H. Harris 
 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
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Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

Recessional Hymn: #599 Lift every voice and sing  
      LIFT EVERY VOICE 

(Congregation joins for verse 2 and the repetition of the end of 
verse 3.) 
  

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words: 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:  Prelude in C Major                                                J.S. Bach 
 

The Worship is over.  The Service begins. 
 

The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of 

God in loving memory of  Janis Sylvester.   
 

Participants 
At 8:00 Service: 
Lector: Anne Rehner 
Eucharistic Ministers: Andy Bangs, John Rice 
At 10:00 Service: 
Lector: Judy Howard Intercessor: Ted Ballard 
Eucharistic Ministers: Pat Baker, Ken Moore, Jane Nold 
Ushers:  Anne Gabel (Head Usher), Wendy Cote, Dixon 
Turner, Norah Alexander 
Music:  Parish Choir 
 

Altar Guild: Sallie Mackie, Jane Holway, Judy Perley 
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Announcements – February 26, 2017 
  

 

WE DID IT! 
263 parishioners pledged $512,312, 

exceeding our goal by $2,312!!! 
Please feel free to continue to pledge - we’d love to get to 300 pledgers!! 

  

St. John’s is flourishing!  

 

Save the Date - Beethoven Ninth Symphony 
March 18, 2017 at 7:30pm and March 19 at 3:00pm  

at Portsmouth High School  
Beethoven 9th Symphony performed by the Portsmouth 

Symphony Orchestra featuring the St. John’s Parish Choir.  
To purchase tickets go to 

http://www.portsmouthsymphony.org/ 
 

 

 

http://www.portsmouthsymphony.org/
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 PLAY & PARENTING 
Once a month, parents of young children (babies through preK) 
are invited to gather together to play and chat about what you 
want and need from your church community. Here are upcoming 
dates:     Saturdays, 10:00-11:00 

 March 11 

 April 8 

 May 13 
Please email ashley@stjohnsnh.org or text/call (508) 776-8951 if 
you’re planning to come! 
 

 
 

Book Discussion Thursday March 9 – Hillbilly Elegy by JD Vance 

Join Lizzie Bristow and Anne Williamson on Thursday March 9 for a 
discussion of Hillbilly Elegy, a book that tells stories of America that may be 
unfamiliar to some of us, and hear one of the voices speaking to the 
concerns of our times.   We will meet at 7pm in the Philbrick Room, on the 
lower level of Thaxter Hall.  All are welcome but it would be helpful if you 
would let us know you will be joining us. Please contact Anne Williamson 
anne@stjonhsnh.org or leave a message in the office 603-436-8283.  All 
welcome. 

mailto:ashley@stjohnsnh.org
mailto:anne@stjonhsnh.org
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THANK YOU! SEE YOU IN OZ THIS MAY! 
 

The young performers from the Feb 12th Disney Concert would 
like to THANK YOU for helping us to raise $680 dollars for our 
musical production! If you couldn’t attend the concert, but would 
like to show your support, please place a check in the offering 
plate or drop off at the office. Checks should be made out to St. 
John’s Episcopal Church with “children’s musical program” in 
the memo line. 

 
 

 
 

St. John’s Annual Spring Musical 

The Wizard of Oz 
 

Show dates: May 19 & 21 
 

Cast trip to see the show in Manchester: Wed March 8 
Rehearsals begin Wed March 15 

  

THERE IS A ROLE FOR EVERYBODY! 
  

Please let me know if you’re interested.  
I will need a headcount for the March 8 field trip by Feb 8. 
Questions? Contact Ashley Wade 
e: ashley@stjohnsnh.org     c: (508) 776-8951 

 
 

 


