
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
The Feast of the Presentation 

February 5, 2017 
 

Welcome 
Home 
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8am Holy Eucharist - Rite I 
                                        

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Opening Acclamation  Book of Common Prayer p.323  

Gloria BCP p.324 

The Collect  see insert 

The First Reading see insert  

Psalm              see insert 

The Gospel see insert 

The Sermon The Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr. 

The Creed        BCP p.326 

The Prayers of the People      BCP p.328 

The Confession and Absolution        BCP p.331 

The Peace        BCP p.332 

Announcements             

The Holy Communion 

Offertory 

 Celebrant:   All things come of thee, O Lord. 

People:   And of thine own have we given thee. 

Eucharistic Prayer II BCP p.340 

The Lord’s Prayer       BCP p.336 

Agnus Dei       BCP p.337 

Prayer of Humble Access       BCP p.337 

All are invited to come forward for communion. 

Post Communion Prayer       BCP p.339 

The Blessing 

Dismissal 
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10:00am Holy Eucharist - Rite II 
 

Please enter the church in silence to allow for people to pray before the service.  
 

Prelude:  Vater unser im Himmelreich          Georg Böhm 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Entrance Hymn: #495  Hail, thou once despised Jesus  
    IN BABILONE 

The people standing, the Celebrant says: 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant may say: 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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The Collect of the Day                               see insert 
 

The Celebrant says to the people: 

  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
The Celebrant says the Collect. 

People  Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

The First Reading:  Malachi 3:1-4  see insert 
 

Psalm 24:7-10  
   

Chanted responsively between choir and congregation;  
               Congregation sings bold-faced verses. 

 
7  Lift up your heads, O gates;  

lift them high, O ever/lasting doors; * 
and the King of glory / shall come in.  

8  "Who is this / King of glory?" * 
"The LORD, strong and mighty, 
the LORD, migh/ty in battle."  

9  Lift up your heads, O gates; 
lift them high, O ever/lasting doors; * 
and the King of glory / shall come in.  

10  "Who is he, this / King of glory?" * 
"The LORD of hosts, he is the / King of glory."  
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Sequence Hymn: #259  Hail to the Lord who comes  
(Verses 1-2)               OLD 120TH 

  

Gospel:  Luke 2:22-40 see insert                 
 

Sequence Hymn: #259   Hail to the Lord who comes 
            (Verse 4)           OLD 120TH 
 

The Sermon         The Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr. 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
         he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
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With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and   
     glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

Please Stand or Kneel as you are able. 

My brothers and sisters, forty days ago we celebrated the joyful 
feast of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Today we recall the 
holy day on which he was presented in the temple, fulfilling the 
Law of Moses. As Anna gave thanks for the freedom he would 
bring, and Simeon saw in him the dawn of redemption, complete 
your purpose once made known in him. Hear us as we pray. 
Make us the vessels of his light, that all the world may 
glory in the splendor of your peace. 
 
We pray for the nations of the world. Bless the leaders of our 
land, especially Donald our President; Chris, Paul, and Charles, 
our Governors; and all world leaders. Lord, you have sent us a 
light to enlighten the nations, and still there are people in 
darkness who pay no heed. We pray for all the darkness in this 
world, and for those places where civil strife makes it almost 
impossible to live in love with neighbors, even though without 
such love, there seems no peaceful end in sight. Deliver your 
people from evil, we pray. Lord, we thank you for the light 
that illumines our darkness. 
  
We pray for the Church, for Justin, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury; for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; for Robert, our 
Bishop; for Rob, Anne, and Dick, our clergy; for Charlie, in 
formation; and for our entire community. Holy One, give us 
listening hearts so each might share a part of their story, their 
struggles and their dreams. Let us watch the Spirit begin to 
weave a circle of light above us, a bright thread of hope to hold us 
together. The magic of building community is no magic at all: it 
is what happens when human beings hear themselves in another 
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person's story, see themselves in another person's eyes, feel their 
heart beating ever so quietly in another person's life. Love is who 
we are, if only we have the light above us and the truth around 
us. Open our ears to hear good news of love today. Open our 
eyes to see glimpses of your grace in enemy and friend. 
 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Diocese of 
Lomega, Sudan. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St 
Andrew’s Church, Manchester. We pray for all who are in need, 
whether near or far, and for those whose hurts, burdens and 
fears go unspoken. Today we lift up Rita, Ann, Courtney, Haley 
and Grayson, Krishna, Alan, Tim, Bill, Stephen, Hannah, Barbie, 
Cliff, Miles and Jennifer, Daskoski Family, Pell & Stephanie, 
Pittorino Family, Jean and Mel, Lindsay, Miles, Sandy, Robert, 
Bill, Alan, Cameron, Len, Tim, Ciara and family, and Gary. 
People may add their own petitions, either silently or aloud. Silence may be 
kept.  

 
We pray for those who have died, and those who will die this day, 
remembering especially all those killed this week by acts of 
violence and hatred. We hold in our prayers the six men 
murdered at the Quebec mosque, their families, and their imams 
who care for them in their grief. 
Here any other intercessions may be added. Silence may be kept. 
 
Presider 

Loving God, in Jesus you know what it is to be human and you 
understand the concerns and needs we all carry for ourselves 
and for others. Let your light shine through our lives revealing 
more and more of your love to the world around us.  We ask this 
in the name of the one who became like us and revealed to us 
your glory, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin                                                                BCP. 360 

 
The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 
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 Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

 

 
The Holy Communion 

 
 

Offertory Anthem:  Nunc dimittis            Alexander Gretchaninoff 
 
The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer B) BCP p.367 
 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and sings or says 
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Sursum corda  The Hymnal 1982 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere 
to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. 
 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other 
occasions as appointed. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus The Hymnal 1982 
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The people stand or kneel. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 
which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 
of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it 
or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or 
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Memorial Acclamation The Hymnal 1982 
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The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 
O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 
bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 
that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior  
Christ has taught us,  
we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
 

Fraction Anthem 
 
Celebrant: 

 
People: 
 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation: 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
and may add  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving. 
 

All are invited to come forward for communion. 
 

 Communion Anthem:  Verset     Leon Boëllmann 
(Organist: Demetrius Phofolos, YOC Student) 

 

      Panis Angelicus                      César Franck 
(Solo:  Andrew Sokol) 

 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
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Recessional Hymn: #436 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates
 (Verses 1-3, 5)           TRURO 
     
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words: 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:  Litanie           Marcel Dupré 
 

The Worship is over.  The Service begins. 
 

The flowers on the altar  

are given by Jane Holway. 

 

Participants 
At 8:00 Service: 
Lector: Maggie Skafidas 
Eucharistic Ministers: Andy Bangs, Jane Holway 
At 10:00 Service: 
Lector: Wendy Cote Intercessor: John Stromgren 
Eucharistic Ministers: Wendy Cote, Jane Nold, Mary Turner 
Ushers:  Judy Perley (Head Usher), Chuck Mulligan, Bob Mennel, 
Norah Alexander, Anne Gabel 
Music:  Parish Choir 
 

Altar Guild: Sallie Mackie, Jane Holway, Judy Perley 
 

Announcements – February 5, 2017 
 
 

Save the Date 
March 18, 2017 at 7:30pm and March 19 at 3:00pm  
at Portsmouth High School (the 3pm concert is free) 

Beethoven’s Symphony performed by the Portsmouth Symphony 
Orchestra featuring the St. John’s Parish Choir.  

To purchase tickets go to 
http://www.portsmouthsymphony.org/ 
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As of 2/3/17, 

254 parishioners have donated for a total of $506,984.00.  

Almost there - thank you!! 
 

We are so close to meeting our  

2017 budget goal of $510,000.00!  The secondary goal is to 

have 300 parishioners participate in pledging (a goal we have 

come close to but have never met). 

We need $3,016.00 in pledges and 44 pledgers  

to meet both goals. 

We need your participation! 
 

 
 

COFFEE HOUR 
Thank you to those who signed up for 
coffee hour.  There are still spots available, 
so check out the schedule and see which 
dates might be a fit for you.  A sign up sheet 
is available on the counter each Sunday.  
 
We can always use cheese, fruit and 
desserts when you can.   

THANK YOU!! 
 
Faithfully Rosemary Loffredo Coffee Hour Coordinator 
 
 

A Celtic Evening 
Candlelit evening services of Celtic music, poetry and reflection,  

at 5:30pm on the third Sunday of the month: 
February 19, 2017   March 19, 2017   May 21, 2017 

No service in April 
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YOUTH MUSIC FUNDRAISER 
   DISNEY CONCERT! 

 
Come enjoy a concert of Disney favorites performed by St. 
John’s youth.  Donations gladly accepted. Proceeds will go 
toward our annual musical production. 

We are excited to announce our May 2017 show  
will be the classic Wizard of Oz! 

 

Sunday, February 12, 11:30AM  
(following 10AM service) 

 
THAXTER HALL, St. John’s Episcopal Church 

 

St. John’s Annual Spring Musical 
The Wizard of Oz 

Show dates: May 19 & 21 
 

Cast trip to see the show in Manchester: Wed March 8 
Rehearsals begin Wed March 15 

  

THERE IS A ROLE FOR EVERY BODY! 
  

Please let me know if you’re interested.  
I will need a headcount for the March 8 field trip by Feb 8. 
Questions? Contact Ashley Wade 
e: ashley@stjohnsnh.org     c: (508) 776-8951 
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Clergy, Staff & Wardens 

 
The Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr., Rector 

The Rev. Anne C. Williamson, Associate Rector 
The Rev. G. Richard Siener, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Gail Avery, Priest Associate 
Dr. Margaret Harper, Director of Music and Liturgy   

Ashley Wade, Director of Children’s Music and Ministries 
Joanne Ferguson, Office Administrator 

Michelle Lamprell, Bookkeeper 
Charlie Nichols, Deacon-in-formation 

John Tabor, Senior Warden 
Gerry Simpkins, Junior Warden 

Kelly Boston, Treasurer 
Marian Ellis, Clerk 

Vestry:  Lacey Bangs, Lee Baxter, Doug Green, Carol Gruen,  
Jean Lincoln, Meg Moran, Bob Nalewajk, Suzi Raeside,  

Maggie Skafidas, Chris Sieve, Joe Weir 

 

Office Information 
 

The Parish Office is open Mon-Thurs, from 9 AM to 3 PM  
 Telephone (603) 436.8283 
  Website www.stjohnsnh.org 
 Email administrator@stjohnsnh.org 
 

Worship Schedule  
 

Thursdays 
9:30 AM  Holy Eucharist & Healing Service 

 

Sundays 
 8 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I  
    9:30 - 10:30 AM   Kid’s Church/Youth Groups 
           10:00 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II w/ Parish Choirs  
 11:00 AM Coffee Hour 

 

 


